
NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL
Town Clerk
Mrs Sarah Say
Assistant Town Clerk
Stephen Webb

                                        14a The Square 
                                        North Tawton 
                                        EX20 2EP
                                        Tel 01837 880121

 You are hereby summoned to the Ordinary Meeting of North Tawton Town Council to be held at the Council
Offices on: Tuesday 5 May 2020 at  7.15 pm – please refer to the information below re remote meetings
– this meeting will be a remote meeting and attendees, including members of the public, should start
logging on to Zoom from 7.00 pm to allow the meeting to commence at 7.15.

Please note: In order to allow Local Authorities to function during the Covid-19 emergency, the Government
has now issued legislation which, amongst other provisions, allows Councils to hold meetings remotely 
using appropriate technology.  NTTC has decided that its meetings will be held remotely until further notice 
and has adopted the use of Zoom Conferencing software for this purpose.  

Members of the Public are welcome to join the meeting if they have suitable equipment in order to log onto 
Zoom.  Any personal data provided in this connection will be held securely, and will be destroyed by 1 April 
2021 or at any time as requested by the person concerned.

Members of the public wishing to join the remote meeting can request to join – you need a Zoom account, 
and when you request to ‘join a meeting’ the reference number you need is 852-7986-5631.  For security 
you will be kept in a virtual ‘waiting room’ until you are admitted to the meeting.  The rules for a virtual 
meeting are the same as for a live meeting in relation to any disruptive behaviour, ie the ability to remove 
users from the meeting. Background screens and uploading of documents will be disabled.

If you have any problem logging onto the meeting please telephone 01837 880121 for advice.  

     Town Clerk
Dated 28 April 2020

AGENDA 

Open Forum 
An opportunity for the Electors and others to address the Town Council. 
The Council encourages the use of an Open forum. This will allow Members of the Public to address the
Town Council.  Members of the public wishing to speak in the Open Forum should notify the Clerk 7 days
prior to the meeting.  If appropriate an item will be placed on a future agenda.  A brief note will be made of
any discussion at this point.  Please note that Councillors are not obliged to give their opinion or answer
questions.  The maximum time allowable for the Open Forum is 15 minutes.

1. Apologies for Absence - To receive apologies from Councillors unable to attend.  

2. Declarations  of  Interest  -  Councillors  are  invited  to  declare  any  personal  or  disclosable
pecuniary interests, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to
be considered at this meeting.

If  Councillors  have any questions  relating  to predetermination,  bias  or  interests  in  items on this
Agenda, then please contact the Clerk in the first instance.

3. Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
3.1 To approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of North Tawton Town Council held

at the Council Offices on Tuesday 3 March at 7.30 pm.
3.2 To  approve  and  sign  notes  of  email  votes  on  specific  items  from  the  Agenda  for  the

Extraordinary Meeting of the Council which was scheduled for Monday 23 March at 7.30 pm.
3.3 To approve and sign notes of  the email  vote made in respect  of  production of  Leaflet  2,

information leaflet distributed to residents of North Tawton.
Note – the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting from 14 April 2020 are not yet available..
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4. Updates  -  for  the purpose of  remote  meetings,  only  important  updates which cannot  be  

postponed are required.
4.1 Chairman to update the Council on various issues.
4.2 Update on the NT Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Ms J. Trewhitt
4.3 Update from Estates Committee – Cllr Mrs J. Trewhitt
4.4 Update from Finance Committee – Cllr Mrs R. Davies
4.5 Update from Section 106 Monitoring Group
4.6 Update from Section 106 Arts Group
4.7 Update from Personnel Advisory Group
4.8 Update from Den Brook Community Fund
4.9 Update from Parking and Traffic Group/Meeting with Sarah Campbell Devon Highways
4.10 Update from North Tawton Nature Group – Cllr Ms R. Testa
4.11 Update from WDBC from Cllr Ms. Lois Samuel and Cllr Mr. B Ratcliffe.
4.12 Update from the Town Clerk on Covid-19 issues.

5. Ongoing issues
‘Action Log’ – for the purpose of remote meetings the Action Log is not being updated at present – 
the Clerk will circulate a report to members of actions taken in respect of the most crucial items only.

6. Consultations/Newsletters/Invitations
None.

7. NTTC Schedule of Ordinary Meetings for 2020-21
A schedule of proposed Ordinary Meeting dates has been prepared as follows.  Members are 
requested to propose adoption of this schedule.

Please note – at the time of publication of this schedule, due to Coronavirus restrictions, the Council is 
holding virtual online meetings, commencing at 7.15 pm.  As we are not aware of how long the 
restrictions will be in place, all meetings after May are scheduled as commencing at 7.30 pm.  Check 
our noticeboard and website for up to date information for each meeting, we will publicise the format, 
place, date and time as appropriate for each meeting to be held.
Tuesday 5 May 2020 7.15 pm
Tuesday 2 June 2020 7.30 pm
Tuesday 7 July 2020 7.30 pm
Tuesday 4 August 2020 7.30 pm
Tuesday 1 September 2020 7.30 pm
Tuesday 6 October 2020 7.30 pm
Tuesday 3 November 2020 7.30 pm
Tuesday 1 December 2020 7.30 pm
Tuesday 12 January 2021 7.30 pm
Tuesday 2 February 2021 7.30 pm
Tuesday 2 March 2021 7.30 pm
Tuesday 6 April 2021 7.30 pm
Annual Meeting of NTTC:
Tuesday 4 May 2021 7.30 pm
Details of Committee Meetings and Extraordinary Meetings will be published as required.

8. Chairmanship of NTTC Traffic and Parking Group
Whilst the Council at its recent meeting voted to retain all existing posts Cllr S Whiteley had said, 
when elected as Chair of the above group, that he only wished to retain this post for a period of one 
year - which has now expired.  Members are therefore asked to propose a new Chair of the T&P I
group to take effect immediately and to run until the next Annual Meeting of the Council due to take 
place in May 2021.

9 Annual Grant to North Tawton Town Hall – known history for information
9.1 The Council has for many years paid an annual grant, currently in the sum of £2500, to North Tawton 

Hall.  The origin of this grant is that in the days of the local government ‘Penny Rate’ West Devon 
Borough Council (or its local predecessor Okehampton District Council) paid an annual grant to the
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Town Hall from this rate – originally it was approximately £1000.00.  The Penny Rate was done away
with at some time in the distant past.  The legal obligation to provide grant funding to the Town Hall 
then devolved to NTTC, to be funded from the precept.  Unfortunately, no relevant paperwork can be 
traced. This information was provided by Cllr S Whiteley who clearly recalls the origin of the grant.

9.2 At the time when this payment was due during the last Financial Year there was a query as to its 
origin, and whether there was anything in writing to confirm that the Council was under an obligation 
to pay it.   As outlined above, it has not been possible to trace any records.  The Clerk contacted the 
legal department but they do not have any relevant information.

9.3 For avoidance of future doubt the Clerk suggests that the Council note this information.  The agenda 
and minutes will form a record for future reference as to the Council’s obligation to pay this grant..

10. NTTC Asset Register
This is the register of all property owned by the Council, and it is a legal requirement for this to be 
maintained.  The Register has been updated to include new installations in the Memorial Park, and 
any other relevant items.   A copy of the register is attached to this agenda.  Members are asked to 
note the updated register.

11. Proposed meeting of the Durant Trust
The next meeting of the Durant Trust should take place at the end of May or beginning of June.  The 
Charity Commission has given permission for board meetings to take place remotely, the decision to 
do this will have to be confirmed at the commencement of a virtual meeting and a decision to go 
ahead must be minuted.  On that basis, members are requested to confirm a suitable date for a 
meeting of the Trust.  We usually give a 2 week period for advertising for grant applications, so the 
earliest convenient date would be Thursday 21  May 2020. 

12. Proposal from BT
The Clerk has been contacted by BT with a proposal as to a new contract.  At the moment the 
Council is paying an average of £71.00 per month for landline and broadband, our current contract is 
due to expire in April 2021.  BT have offered the following:

 Bundled line, broadband & Calls
 A free 4G assured so if you get a fault you always stay connected 
 A free W60 handset to use 
 A free BT home hub 6 
 Rapid response time on the line if there ever was a fault 
 Your first 3 months free 
 All for the low price of £53.70 
 ‘This is a fantastic price and the way we benefit from this as you where asking is we retain a fantastic 

customer for a further two years, but also give you back what we are saving from the line rental as 
this package doesn’t have a line rental price being it is all routed over the internet.’

The above benefits would be on the basis of the ending of the existing contract and signing up now 
for a further 24 months (we are 12 months into a 24 month contract).  Bearing in mind the staff time 
involved in researching a beneficial deal, taking into account the monthly saving and the 3 months 
free, as well as the benefits of a  new handset with answerphone etc, this would appear to be a good 
deal for the Council – we are still in contract with BT at present so would otherwise be unable to make
changes to our supplier or contract until next April. The only extra cost is just over £8.00 for delivery 
of handset and router.  Members are requested to consider this option and make a proposal 
accordingly. 

13. Climate Change – Questionnaire for residents
The NTTC Nature Group and the North Tawton Climate Group have produced a questionnaire for 
residents.  This is part of the public consultation as to what concerns residents have and what they 
would like to see done in reference to climate change issues.  It is suggested that the questionnaire 
be circulated as a paid-for insert in a future edition of the Roundabout.  Members are requested to 
consider agreeing this.  (Further information as to costs will be available at the meeting).

14. PLANNING MATTERS
There are no new planning applications to be considered at the time of publication of the agenda.
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15. FINANCE 
15.1 Invoices. To approve payments listed at Annex B (to be emailed to members prior to the meeting).   

15.2 Monthly statement – Members are advised that it will not be possible to produce the normal bank
reconciliation  for  this  meeting.   This  is  because  the 2019/20  Accounts  in  the  Scribe  accounting
system cannot  be  closed  off  fully  until  we  have  the  bank  statements  for  the  Business  Reserve
Accounts, and these will probably not be available until just after the date of the meeting.  Entries
have been commenced for the new Financial Year of 2020/21, but the bank balances carried forward
will not be correct until they are finalised in the previous financial year.  At the time of issuing this
agenda it is assumed that the Chair of Finance will be able to check any existing documentation, and
a full reconciliation will be available at the June meeting.  Anyone who wishes to look at the Council’s
financial documents at any time can do so by arrangement with the Clerk.

16. Questions/Comments from members of the public
The meeting shall be suspended prior to Parish Matters to allow members of the public to 
comment/ask a question on any AGENDA ITEM ONLY – PLEASE QUOTE AGENDA ITEM 
NUMBER. Time is limited to 2 minutes per person, up to a maximum of 3 persons, unless the 
Chairman rules otherwise. A brief record of any points made will be included in the minutes of that 
meeting.

17. Parish Matters
No items will be discussed under Parish Matters during remote meetings for the foreseeable future.

18. Date of next meeting
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Town Council shall be Tuesday 2 June 2020, at 7.30 pm,  or 
7.15 pm if this is a virtual online meeting – details to be notified at the time of issue of the 
relevant agenda.

PART II  - EXEMPT REPORTS: 
That  under  the  Public  Bodies  (Admission  to  Meetings)  Act  1960  (as  extended  by  S.100  of  the  Local
Government  Act  1972),  the  public  and accredited representatives  of  newspapers  be  excluded  from the
meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt
information  as  defined  in  Part  1  of  Schedule  12A of  the  Local  Government  Act  1972  by  virtue  of  the
paragraph specified against the item.

Part II
1 NTTC contractor/handyman
The Town Clerk will present information for the Council to consider in relation to the current contractor for the
public toilets.
(Exemption under Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 as amended:
1. Information relating to any individual.)

2 Batheway Fields Phase 1 Section 106 Sports Funding
WDBC officer Alexis Huggins has contacted the council with a proposal for the funds remaining in the above
budget.  The Council is to consider the proposal and the response it wishes to make – details will be posted
out to Members with the paper agenda copy.
(Exemption under Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 as amended:
1. Information relating to any individual – includes business)
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