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Town Clerk:
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                                        14a The Square 
                                        North Tawton 
                                        EX20 2EP
                                        Tel 01837 880121

Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of North Tawton Town Council held at the Council Offices 
on: WEDNESDAY 15th January 2020 at 7.00 pm.
 
Present: Cllr S Whiteley (Chair) Cllr C. Lee Cllr Ms. J. Trewhitt 

Cllr Miss. R Testa Cllr Mrs. S. Watson Cllr Mrs. C. Burrow 
Cllr Mrs. R. Davies Cllr K. Drake Cllr M. Kennedy
Cllr J. Gray

Mr S. Webb Assistant Town Clerk
Ms M. Luscombe and planning consultant.

There were 5 members of the public in attendance

Open Forum.
The planning consultant  presented proposals relating to Planning Applications 2915/19/FUL
and 2916/19/LBC (see Agenda Item 3 below). The consultant noted that there were further
“uploads” to the West Devon Planning website still to be made relating to the reduced number
of dwellings and there were also some outstanding surveys to be undertaken. Cllr S. Whiteley
invited Council Members and members of the public to ask questions about the proposals.

a) Flood Prevention and the leat
Questions arose with regard to the leat and whether water would flow through the development.
WDBC Cllr B. Ratcliffe (acting as a private resident) voiced concerns with regard to proposed
floor  levels  in  buildings  A  &  B  which  at  113.5  feet  above  sea  level  were  below  15  year
projections. Further, the roof beams and windowsill levels prevented raising ceiling heights to
compensate. The consultant identified that further work was currently underway regarding flood
level estimates and to ascertain how the building could sealed in the event of a 100 year event.

b) Car Parking Spaces, Charging Infrastructure and Site Access
Cllr  Ms  J.  Trewhitt  noted  that  car  parking  provision  was  below  the  1.42  per  dwelling
requirement  of  the  Neighbourhood  Plan.  Whilst  the  “new build”  properties  had garage and
parking facilities, the Mill building provision was inadequate. The plan lacked details with regard
to infrastructure provision for charging electric vehicles. Further, many local residents were self-
employed and used vans to  operate their  business and there  was no spare street  parking
capacity adjacent to the site. The consultant agreed to review parking provision in line with
current rulings.

c) Ecology Surveys.
Cllr  Miss  R.  Testa  noted  that  the  Ecology  survey  findings  were  restricted  to  the  buildings
themselves, whereas Figure 7 of the Planning Application related to the whole construction site.
Proceeding on this  basis could lead to  offences being committed  under  habitat  regulations
since the site included habitats for otters,  dormice, reptiles and vegetation. Further,  the bat
survey had been conducted in August and their  “maternity route”  may be different  at  other
times of the year. These surveys needed to be completed before site clearance work could
proceed.

d) Climate Change
Whilst  there  were  limitations  with  regard  to  Listed  Buildings  and  the  use  of  the  roof,  Mrs
Hughes,  Cllr  Gray,  Cllr  Lee  and  Cllr  J.  Trewhitt  queried  likely  energy  sources  for  heating
provision. The consultant identified an intention to ensure that issues surrounding over-heating
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and  solar  gain  would  be  explored  and  the  latest  carbon  standards  and  zero  emissions
regulations would be examined before a preferred option was identified. This would include
visual aspects such as external heat pumps. Cllr Ms J. Trewhitt also referred the consultant to
the Design Statement in the Neighbourhood Plan.

e) Document Mis-Match.
Cllr J. Gray noted inconsistencies in the submission between updated plans which reduced the
number of dwellings from ten to seven, and other documents which retained the original ten.
The  consultant  understood  that  WDBC  had  yet  to  upload  all  the  amendments  they  had
submitted relating to this planning application.

f) Cost of Properties.
Cllr K. Drake enquired on the likely cost of completed properties. Ms M. Luscombe estimated
that they would range from £135k for flat up to £350k for town houses. Although it was unlikely
that the development would be financially viable enough to include Affordable Housing, there
would  likely  be  provision  for  Section  106  contributions  toward  Education  and  Affordable
Housing.

g) Surface Water.
Cllr M. Kennedy queried soakaway provision for water from roofs etc. The consultant identified
that if soakaway proposals were inadequate, underground storage tanks could be installed. It
was envisaged that management of the site and grounds would be administered by a resident-
run Management Company.

The Open Forum concluded at 8.00pm

Cllr S. Whiteley opened the Council meeting.

Health and Safety Notice.

1. Apologies  for  Absence –  Cllr  Dr P Brickley Cllr  K.  Hodge.  These apologies were
unanimously accepted.

2. Declarations of Interest – None

3. Planning Application Number: 2915/19/FUL and 2916/19/LBC

Proposal: Conversion of existing Grade II listed mill buildings (A and B) into 10 open market  
maisonettes, conversion of building C into 9 open market flats, re-development of building D for 
B1 office use, 4 open market dwellings in G and L and building F restored.

Location: Wool Grading Centre, Fore Street, North Tawton

Applicant: Mr. Dunn

Members of  the  Council  engaged  in a discussion  which took into  account  issues raised in  
the Open Forum above.

Cllr Miss R. Testa proposed that whilst the Council supported the plan in principle as the site  
was allocated for residential development in the North Tawton Neighbourhood Plan, the Council
were unable to make a decision on the application because – 

a)  There  were  inconsistencies  within  the  submission  relating  to  the  number  of  dwellings  
proposed.

b) Proposed car parking provision does not meet the standards identified in the Neighbourhood 
Plan and parking provision was still  subject  to review and there remain unresolved queries  
relating to access arrangements.
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c) The Ecological surveys relate to the buildings only and not to the whole site as marked in red 
on Figure 7 of the Application. The survey would accordingly need to include further work on the
wider natural habitat across the site.

d) It was understood that further work is in progress on flood alleviation and other surveys and 
therefore the findings are yet to be posted on to the planning website and available for Town 
Council consideration.

e) The proposal does not include reference to Section 106 provisions.

This was seconded by Cllr Mrs R. Davies and there were 10 votes in favour and the proposal 
was carried.

4. Date of next meeting
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Town Council shall be Tuesday 4 February 2020. 

PART II 
EXEMPT REPORTS: 
That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by S.100 of the
Local  Government  Act  1972),  the  public  and accredited  representatives  of  newspapers  be
excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves
the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local
Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item.

Cllr Mr J. Gray proposed that the Council convene Part II,  this was seconded by Cllr Ms J.
Trewhitt and all Members agreed.

1. Consideration  of  approval  of  erection  of  memorial  in  the  cemetery  regarding  Mrs
J.C.Clarke

Cllr Mrs R. Davies proposed approval of this application. This was seconded by Cllr Miss
R. Testa; there 10 votes in favour and therefore the proposal was carried.

2. Consideration  of  approval  of  erection  of  memorial  in  the  cemetery  regarding  Mrs  J.
Bramstone

Cllr Ms K. Drake proposed approval of this application. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs R.
Davies; there 10 votes in favour and therefore the proposal was carried.

3. Consideration of approval of erection of memorial in the cemetery regarding Mr B. C.
Webber

Cllr Mrs S. Watson proposed approval of this application. This was seconded by Cllr Ms
J. Trewhitt; there 10 votes in favour and therefore the proposal was carried.

The clerk is to send copies of the Cemetery regulations to Stonemasons reminding them
of the need to remove the mound on erection of a memorial.
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