
NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL
Town Clerk
Mrs Sarah Say
Assistant Town Clerk
Stephen Webb

                                        14a The Square 
                                        North Tawton 
                                        EX20 2EP
                                        Tel 01837 880121

 You are hereby summoned to the Ordinary Meeting of North Tawton Town Council to be held at
the Council Offices on: Tuesday 7th July 2020 at 7.15 pm – please refer to the information

below re remote meetings – this meeting will be a remote meeting and attendees, including
members of the public, should start logging on to Zoom from 7.00 pm to allow the meeting

to commence at 7.15.

Please note: In order to allow Local Authorities to function during the Covid-19 emergency, the Government
has now issued legislation which, amongst other provisions, allows Councils to hold meetings remotely 
using appropriate technology.  NTTC has decided that its meetings will be held remotely until further notice 
and has adopted the use of Zoom Conferencing software for this purpose.  

Members of the Public are welcome to join the meeting if they have suitable equipment in order to log onto 
Zoom.  Any personal data provided in this connection will be held securely, and will be destroyed by 1 April 
2021 or at any time as requested by the person concerned.

Members of the public wishing to join the remote meeting can request to join – you need a Zoom account, 

and when you request to ‘join a meeting’ the reference number you need is 878 9966 3531 .  For 
security you will be kept in a virtual ‘waiting room’ until you are admitted to the meeting.  The rules for a 
virtual meeting are the same as for a live meeting in relation to any disruptive behaviour, ie the ability to 
remove users from the meeting. Background screens and uploading of documents will be disabled.

If  you have any problem logging onto the meeting please telephone 01837 880121 for  advice (phone
diverted to Town Clerk when office closed). 

Town Clerk

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for Absence - To receive apologies from Councillors unable to attend.
 

2. Declarations of Interest - Councillors are invited to declare any personal or disclosable
pecuniary interests, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any
items to be considered at this meeting.

If Councillors have any questions relating to predetermination, bias or interests in items on
this Agenda, then please contact the Clerk in the first instance.    

3. Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
3.1 To approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of North Tawton Town

Council held on Tuesday 2nd June 2020 at 7.15 pm
3.2 To approve and sign the minutes of the Extraordinary meeting of North Tawton Town

Council held on Tuesday 16th June at 7.15pm

.



4. Updates - for the purpose of remote meetings, only important updates which
cannot be postponed are required.

4.1 Chairman to update the Council on various issues.
4.2 Update on the NT Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Ms J. Trewhitt
4.3 Update from Estates Committee – Cllr Mrs J. Trewhitt
4.4 Update from Finance Committee – Cllr Mrs R. Davies
4.5 Update from Section 106 Monitoring Group
4.6 Update from Section 106 Arts Group
4.7 Update from Personnel Advisory Group
4.8 Update from Den Brook Community Fund
4.9 Update from Parking and Traffic Group
4.10 Update from North Tawton Nature Group – Cllr Ms R. Testa
4.11 Update from WDBC from Cllr Ms. Lois Samuel and Cllr Mr. B Ratcliffe.

5. Ongoing issues
‘Action Log’ – for the purpose of remote meetings the Action Log is not being updated at 
present – the Clerk will circulate a report to members of actions taken in respect of the most
crucial items only.

6. Consultations/Newsletters/Invitations
6.1 WDBC Mayor & Clerks Meeting on Friday 17 July at 12.20pm via Skype. Agenda: 
Emerging Challenges / Update on Covid-19 Response / AOB.  Confirm attendance to Kathy
Hoare at WDBC - Kathy.hoare@swdevon.gov.uk .

6.2 Dog Fouling - Borough Council Consultation on Dog Control
Members are asked to consider the West Devon Public Space Protection Orders (PSPO) 
which deals with anti-social behaviour, and vote on a proposal accordingly.  The PSPO 
would:
 require dog walkers to limit the number of dogs walked to a maximum of four at a time
 dog walkers must carry bags to collect dog waste at all times, and 
 dogs must be kept on leads within 30mph speed zones.

7. Approval of 2020 Annual Governance Statements (AGAR)
Members are ask to approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement 2020.  The 
Council’s Internal Auditor, Mrs M Bickle, will be in attendance to advise/answer queries.  

8. Internal Audit Report 2019/20
Members are asked to consider the recommendations of the internal auditor and make a 
decision as to acceptance of this report.  If there are any specific recommendations within 
the report that members wish to discuss in detail and come to a decision on, these  should 
form a separate agenda item at a future meeting of the council.  The Clerk to the Council 
will be responsible for implementation of items on which the Council are in agreement.  The 
Council’s Internal Auditor, Mrs M Bickle, will be in attendance to advise/answer queries.

9. Telephone Kiosks 
9.1 – Background  At their meeting in September 2019, Members considered  the West 
Devon BT Payphone Kiosk removal Consultation Paper. It was resolved to ask for the kiosk
at the junction of Fore Street and Mill Lane to be decommissioned with an option for the 

 to adopt the kiosk ; and for the kiosk in The Square to be retained as it formed an 
Emergency Telephone for users of the Town Hall if there was no mobile signal – which can 
occur in The Square. These decisions were e-mailed to WDBC, who were undertaking the 
survey for BT, on 17 September 2019.

9.2 – Possible Adoption by NTTC of kiosk at Fore Street/Mill Lane - The Council is now 
in receipt of a draft contract from BT to adopt the decommissioned telephone box and 
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Members are asked to review the decision to adopt this box in the light of the implications 
contained in the draft contract attached at Annex A.

9.3 – Further 2020 survey now received via WDBC – Members will be aware that the 
kiosks have been used as book/dvd swap libraries during the lockdown, and members have
been updated as to what is happening in this regard.  The Council has now received yet 
another consultation from BT via WDBC, with a response required by 4 August 2020.  This 
consultation includes the proposed decommissioning of the kiosk in The Square on the 
grounds it is rarely used.  Members are asked to consider this matter again and vote on a 
proposal accordingly.

10. Lamp posts in The Square – Cllr J McInnes Localities Fund
10.1 Background – Members may be aware that a local resident started to paint some of
the lamp posts, but was obviously not able to complete this.  The painting had been 
undertaken on the grounds that the posts are in a generally poor condition.  NTTC was 
asked to find the owners of the posts and see if they could be spruced up.  DCC Highways 
own the lamp posts, they have advised NTTC that there is no funding for painting.  
Moreover, residents should not take these matters into their own hands, there are obvious 
H&S issues, amongst other things.  They could, however, undertake the refurbishment if 
funding could be provided, at a cost of £50.00 per post.
10.2 Localities Fund – subsequent to the above information, Cllr J McInnes was 
approached to find out if his localities funding might cover this refurbishment.  He has 
indicated that  he would look favourably at this.  Members are therefore requested to 
consider whether they wish the localities funding to be used for this project, and vote on a 
proposal accordingly.

11. Consideration of re-opening of playground equipment in the Memorial Park
11.1 From Gov.uk - what you can and can't do after 4 July - Updated 24 June 2020
“Will public toilets and playgrounds reopen?
We will .. enable outdoor playgrounds to reopen but the people responsible for them - for 
example, the local authority - should ensure they comply with COVID-19 Secure guidelines 
to help avoid risks of transmission. Anyone using playgrounds should take particular care to
wash their hands after use and avoid touching their face. Children should be supervised 
carefully to maintain good hygiene and should not use playgrounds if they have any signs 
or symptoms of coronavirus.”
11.2 Gov.UK – Guidance for Managing Playgrounds – Published 26 June 2020

  This comprehensive document looks at a number of issues and suggests measures with 
regard to social distancing, cleaning and hygiene, signs and posters.  Cllr C Lee has offered
to look at the issues and will report to Members.  Members are to consider whether they are
able to make an appropriate proposal and vote accordingly.

11. PLANNING MATTERS
 None as at 1.7.20

12. FINANCE 
12.1 Invoices. To approve payments for the month of June 2020. Relevant paperwork to be 

distributed and published prior to the meeting.

12.2 Monthly statement – to receive the monthly statement and to consider adoption. Relevant
paperwork to be distributed and published prior to the meeting.

12.3 Implementation of Reserves Policy
Members are asked to approve the proposals outlined in the Implementation of Reserves
Policy paper at Annex B and approve the resulting Bank Transfer Authorisation Proformas.



13. Questions/Comments from members of the public
The meeting shall be suspended prior to Parish Matters to allow members of the public to 
comment/ask a question on any AGENDA ITEM ONLY – PLEASE QUOTE AGENDA ITEM
NUMBER. Time is limited to 2 minutes per person, up to a maximum of 3 persons, unless 
the Chairman rules otherwise. A brief record of any points made will be included in the 
minutes of that meeting.

14. Parish Matters
No  items  will  be  discussed  under  Parish  Matters  during  remote  meetings  for  the
foreseeable future.

15   . Date of next meeting
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Town Council shall be Tuesday 4th August, at 
7.15 pm unless otherwise notified.

PART II  - EXEMPT REPORTS: 
That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by S.100 of the Local
Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from
the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure
of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by
virtue of the paragraph specified against the item.

Part II
1 Chapel of Rest.

Members are to consider the quotation received from the Council’s contractor for work to be
undertaken  at  the  Chapel  of  Rest  and  make  a  decision  as  to  whether  to  incur  this  
expenditure.  (It  should  be  noted  that  competitive  quotations  are  not  required  in  this  
instance as the Council’s contractor undertakes all necessary repair and decorating works 
for the Council.)
Exemption under Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 as amended
3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person 

(including the authority holding that information).

2. Quotations for Tree Work in the Churchyard
Members are to review further information regarding the costs relating to this matter.
Exemption under Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 as amended
3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person 

(including the authority holding that information).

3. NTTC Emergency Fund
The Clerk will advise members in relation to the above fund.
Exemption under Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 as amended
3. Information relating  to the financial  or  business affairs  of  any particular  person  
(including the authority holding that information).

4. Meeting request
Members are to consider a request from a member of the public.
Exemption under Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 as amended
3. Information relating  to the financial  or  business affairs  of  any particular  person  
(including the authority holding that information).

Items for discussion on future Agendas.
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ACTION LOG – Updated for June 2020                              Annex A

Minute
Number

Detail Action Taken Target Date/
Completion Date

5  12/7 NT Directory Reprinting There is now a proposal to put the directory online. Ongoing
4/3/17
Part II

NTTC Website The website is now live although it may take a little while for Google to 
‘catch up’.  Gov.uk email addresses have now been provided and will be 
forwarded to members asap.

Ongoing

4/4/17 Section 106 Batheway 
Fields – 50% Arts 
contribution

Installation complete, and there are many complimentary comments 
on the NT facebook hub apparently.  Other outstanding issue being 
progressed.

Ongoing

1/8/17 Street lighting between 
mini roundabout and 
Batheway Fields

Further to members meeting with highways officers recently, it has 
been confirmed that the audit of the original design and approval by 
highways of the entrance to Batheway only includes the 30mph sign 
and not the street lighting.  The matter of the lighting should go back 
to a future meeting of the council for further consideration.

Ongoing

Planning and Section 106 
issues at Batheway fields

     Chris Booty of WDBC has been chased up re enforcement issues on 18th

November, no response received as yet.  Chased again by email on 
29.1.20.

Ongoing

7/8/18
4.6

Possible purchase of 
Vehicle Activated Sign 
(VAS)

Highways are now progressing this urgently and the Audit has now 
reached Stage 4 of the process. 

Ongoing – awaiting results of
audit – now stage 4.

6.11.18
4.5

S106 funding Batheway 
Phase II

Phase II plan yet to be finalised – next quarterly meeting with 
Wainhomes to be scheduled Ongoing

For info Unity Trust Bank – current
account and online 
banking

Online banking policy to be considered as soon as practicable – this 
has been held up due to progressing issues raised by the internal 
auditor as a priority.

Ongoing

For info Manshed There has been a small amount of interest.  Clerk will contact 
Okehampton Manshed and find out if there is a better way of 
encouraging interest in this project.

Ongoing
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Minute
Number

Detail Action Taken Target Date/
Completion Date

For info Tree survey Item to go on future agenda.

For Info Charity Commission 
Annual Returns

Annual returns submitted for Memorial Park and Durant Trust.  
Response still awaited from Charity Commission.

TPO on Monkey Puzzle 
Tree

Response from WDBC – TPO not required, tree is protected as it is in
the conservation area.

Closed.


