
 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held at the Council Office on Tuesday 7th July 2020

(held via Zoom)
Present:  
Cllr. S Whiteley (Chair); Cllr. Ms J Trewhitt (Vice-Chair); Cllr. Dr P Brickley; 
Cllr. K Hodge; Cllr .Mrs R Davies; Cllr. Mrs S Watson; 
Cllr. M Kennedy; Cllr .Mrs C Burrow; Cllr. Ms R Testa; 
Cllr. J. Gray Cllr. C. Lee Cllr Miss K. Drake
WDBC Cllr. B. Ratcliffe
Mrs S Say – Town Clerk, Mr S. Webb - Assistant Town Clerk
Ms M. Bickell (Internal Auditor) joined the meeting for items 7 and 8
There were two members of the public on-line.

Prior to commencement of the meeting, Cllr. Mr S. Whitley led a tribute to ex-Cllr. Gill 
Hoggins. Members acknowledged and applauded the tremendous contribution Mrs 
Hoggins had made to the Town over many years.

1 Apologies –  None

2 Declarations of interest – None

3 Minutes of the previous meetings
3.1 To approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of North Tawton Town 

Council held on-line via  Zoom;  on Tuesday 2nd June 2020 at 7.15 pm –   the  
minutes were unanimously approved.

4 Updates
4.1. It  was noted that the Public Toilets re-opened on the date agreed at the last  

meeting.
4.2 It was noted that there was a need to convene an Estates Committee meeting  

prior to the next Full Council meeting to make arrangements to -
a) extend the deadline for submission of the Climate questionnaire and consider 
its further promotion

 b) progress work at the park for which quotations were in the process of being  
submitted.

5 Consultations, invitations and newsletters – 
An invitation had been received from West Devon Borough Council for Mayors  
and Clerks to participate in a Skype meeting to be held on Friday 17 th July at  
12.30pm. Cllr. S. Whiteley will liaise with the clerk on this matter. 
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6 Dog Fouling 
Members reviewed draft  West Devon Public Space Orders (PSPO) proposals  
which included provisions to limit the number of dogs walked to a maximum of four
at a time, they must carry bags to collect dog waste at all times and dogs must be 
kept on leads within 30mph speed zones. 
After some discussion, 
i) Cllr P. Brickley proposed that WDBC amend the Orders to “Limit dog walkers to 
the number of dogs they can control.” This was seconded by Cllr Mrs S. Watson. 
There were eight votes in favour and four against and the proposal was carried.
ii) Cllr Miss R. Testa proposed that in addition to the requirement for dog walkers 
to carry bags, the Order should be extended to include a requirement that the  
bags should be disposed of appropriately”. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs C.  
Burrow and there were twelve votes in favour and the proposal was carried.
iii) Cllr C. Lee proposed that dogs should be kept on leads on roads irrespective of
the speed limit. This was seconded by Cllr R. Davies. There were eleven votes in 
favour and one vote against (Cllr S. Whiteley) and the proposal was carried.
The clerk would convey these proposals to WDBC.

7 Approval of the Annual  Governance and Accountability return 2019/20.

7 i) Members firstly considered Section 2 (Page five) of the Statement and the  
accompanying Explanation of Variances.
Cllr Ms J. Trewhitt proposed that the Council confirm approval of the Statements. 
This was seconded by Cllr Miss R. Testa. There were twelve votes in favour and 
the proposal was carried.
7 ii)  Members reviewed Section 1 (Page four) and considered Statements Nos 1 
to 9 in turn. It was agreed that Statements 1 and 4 to 9 would receive a “Yes”  
response  and  Statements  No  2  and  3  a  “No”  response  with  appropriate  
explanatory notes to be provided. Cllr Ms J. Trewhitt proposed that the Council  
approve  the  Annual  Governance  Statement.  This  was  seconded  by  Cllr  P.  
Brickley. There twelve votes in favour and the proposal was carried.

8 Adoption of the Internal Audit Report

The Internal Audit Report had been circulated to Members prior to the Meeting.
Cllr Miss K. Drake  proposed that the Council adopt the findings in the report. This
was seconded by Cllr J. Gray. There were twelve votes in favour and the proposal
was carried.

It was agreed that the Clerk would draw up a programme of work for presentation
to the Full Council meeting in September to ensure that all issues raised in the
report would be prioritised and addressed within the recommended time scales.
 

9. Telephone Kiosks

9a) Further to the Council’s decision in September 2019 to adopt the Telephone 
Kiosk in Fore Street at the junction with Mill Lane, Members were asked to review 
the draft contract drawn up by BT following the decommissioning of the kiosk.  
After some discussion, it was acknowledged that the foregoing decision was made
without the benefit of the full details now provided by BT which, if agreed, could 
have significant cost and legal implications for the Council. 
Cllr P. Brickley proposed that further costs and details be obtained before a final 
decision was made as to whether the Council progressed with the adoption of the 



kiosk. This was seconded by Cllr  Mrs R. Davies. There were twelve votes in  
favour and the proposal was carried.

It was further agreed that any discussion on the use to which the kiosk would be 
put, would be placed on a later agenda.

9b) The Council was in receipt of the 2020 consultation document on telephone 
kiosk provision from WDBC and members were asked to make a decision on  
whether the kiosk at the top of Fore Street at the corner with The Square should 
continue to  be operational  or  decommissioned by BT.  Past  argument for  the  
kiosk’s retention had been that mobile phone signal coverage in The Square was 
poor and that the telephone was necessary for use should an emergency arise at 
the Town Hall. However, as the mobile signal had improved, Cllr Ms J. Trewhitt  
proposed that the kiosk be de-commissioned and the Council be given the option

of adopting it. This was seconded by Cllr P. Brickley. There were ten votes in favour 
and two votes against and the proposal was carried.

10. Lamp Posts in The Square
County Cllr. J. McIness had indicated that the Locality Fund would provide monies
to paint the six lamp posts in The Square at a cost of £50 per post (total £300).
Cllr  Miss  R.  Testa  proposed  that  the  Council  accept  County  Councillor  J.  
McIness’s offer. This seconded by Cllr C. Lee. There were twelve votes in favour 
and the proposal was carried.

11,. Re-Opening of the Memorial Park
Following the lifting of lock-down restrictions relating to the COVID-19 virus and 
the performance of a risk assessment by Cllr C. Lee, members were asked to  
review provision of signage to limit the Council’s liability and identify areas of  
public risk. It was agreed that six A4 signs would be required, one at each of the 
four entrances and two further signs for the fenced off play areas.  Cllr R. Testa 
proposed that subject to detail changes to the content, the Clerk would make 
arrangements for the signs to be obtained and installed. This was seconded by 
Cllr J. Gray. There were twelve votes in favour and the proposal was carried. (It 
was noted that the MUGA was already opened with appropriate guidance at the 
entrance which had been permanently left open to minimise surface contact)

12 Planning Matters.
There were no planning matters to be discussed.

13 Finance
13.1 Invoices.

Cllr Mrs R. Davies informed Members that she had examined the accounts and 
payment list and that the Clerk had approved the payments under Emergency  
powers. In addition to the usual monthly payments, the list included a payment to 
the Post Office for provision and installation of perspex screens. The Council had 
acted as an Agent in this matter as the Post Office required an intermediary to  
apply for grant funds from WDBC. The Town Council were now in receipt of the 
this grant money which, in turn, would now be passed on to the Post Office.
There was also an annual service charge to maintain electrical equipment at the 
Rugby  Club.  The  Council  had  agreed  to  meet  the  maintenance  cost  of  this  
equipment  which  enables  the  Devon  Air  Ambulance  to  land  at  night  in  an  
emergency.



13.2 Monthly statement
Cllr Davies confirmed that the accounts had been signed off under the Clerk’s
Emergency powers.

13.3 Implementation of Reserves Policy
At its meeting on 3rd December 2019, the Council  had agreed a new Reserves
Policy which called for the General and Earmarked Reserves to be separated out
into specific bank accounts. Members were asked to approve the appropriate Bank
Transfer Authorities to expedite this requirement.
Cllr  Ms J.  Trewhitt  proposed that  the  Council  approve the  signing  of  the  Bank
Transfer letters. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs S. Watson. There were 12 votes in
favour and the proposal was carried.

The meeting was closed at this point to allow questions/comments from members
of the public.

14. Questions from members of the public.
Mrs S. Knott endorsed the dog fouling proposals at 6 above and noted the regular visits
of the WDBC Locality Manager who would make extra visits if requested.
WDBC Cllr B. Ratcliffe noted that residents need to provide evidence for the Locality
Manager in order to secure a successful prosecution. 
Cllr  B.  Ratcliffe  also  identified  that  the  WDBC Locality  Fund could  provide  a  top-up
should the street light painting incur unforeseen costs.

Mrs C. Hughes echoed Cllr  S.  Whiteley’s tribute to Mrs Hoggins and her “inimitable
style” of chairing Council meetings.

The Chair re-opened the meeting.
15. Parish Matters

It was agreed that no items would be discussed under this item for the foreseeable
future.

16. Date of next meeting
The next meeting of the Council shall be on Tuesday 4th August at 7.15pm (Zoom
Meeting) 

PART II   EXEMPT REPORTS: 
That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by
S.100  of  the  Local  Government  Act  1972),  the  public  and  accredited
representatives of  newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following
items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt
information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act
1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item.

Cllr  Miss R. Testa proposed that Council  convene a Part  II  meeting. This was
seconded by Cllr Ms J. Trewhitt and the proposal was unanimously agreed.

1. Chapel of Rest - Refurbishment
The Council was in receipt of an initial quotation to paint and re-glaze the Chapel of Rest.
Members requested various clarifications and as a result,  Cllr  J.  Gray proposed that
further quotations be sought.  This was seconded by Cllr  Mrs R. Davies. There were
eleven votes in favour and one against and the proposal was carried.



2. Trees in the Churchyard.

A request had been received from the Vicar to cut back some of the trees from the Lych
Gate and along the path as the lower branches posed a trip-hazard and therefore a
danger to the public. The Council’s contractor had been approached for a quotation. The
trees are in a Conservation Area and therefore subject to the need to obtain a permit
from WDBC before work can commence, at a separate cost of £60 to the Contractor.
Members considered the quotation and as a result Cllr  P. Brickley proposed that the
Contractor be approached to reduce the price which the Council would then accept. This
was seconded by Cllr  C.  Lee.  There were 12 votes in  favour  and the proposal  was
carried.

It was noted that the Common Lime Trees at the other end of the Churchyard required
work and the this would be considered at the next meeting of the Estates Committee.

3. NTTC  - COVID 19 Emergency Fund

The Clerk outlined that a loan payment of £13.00 had been made to a local resident to
enable  her  to  pay  a  Utility  Bill.  This  payment  was  made  against  the  Emergency
provisions made  within  the  Budget.  Members  agreed  that  in  the  circumstances,  this
response was appropriate and it was agreed that a Working Group be set up to review
provisions in the Emergency Plan and draw up Protocols to cover Emergency Payments
from this provision.

4. Neighbourhood Plan – Clarifications.

A developer had approached the Council to seek clarifications relating to Neighbourhood
Planning requirements with regard to a proposed development. The draft Neighbourhood
Plan accommodates a provision for potential planning applicants to seek clarifications
relating to requirements outlined within the Plan. Additionally, the clerk had also sought
advice from the DALC and the Internal Auditor on this matter. After some discussion, Cllr
Miss  R.  Testa  proposed  that  Cllr  Ms  J.  Trewhitt  (Chair  of  the  Neighbourhood  Plan
Group), Cllr Mrs C. Burrow and Cllr S. Whiteley meet with the developer to provide the
clarifications and that the clerk will also attend the meeting to make informal notes in
accordance with the DALC advice. This was seconded by Cllr  Mrs R. Davies. There
eleven votes in favour and one against and the proposal was carried.

It was also agreed that Cllr Ms J. Trewhitt would draft protocols to clarify the provisions of
this accommodation within the Neighbourhood Plan

The meeting closed at 10.07pm.


