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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL

Town Clerk - Mrs Sarah Say Assistant Town Clerk - Stephen Webb

14a The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP
Telephone 01837 880121 Email: townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk
  
Minutes of the North Tawton Town Council Meeting held via Zoom on: 
Tuesday 1 September 2020 at 7.15 pm
 
Present: Cllr. S Whiteley (Chair)   Cllr. Ms J Trewhitt (Vice-Chair) Cllr. Ms R. Testa

Cllr Dr. P. Brickley Cllr. M. Kennedy Cllr J Grey
Cllr Mrs C Burrow Cllr K Hodge Cllr C Lee
Cllr Mrs S Watson Cllr Miss K Drake Cllr M Kennedy

Mrs S Say, Town Clerk
There were 2 members of the public in attendance. 
Cllr Barry Ratcliffe advised he would be unable to attend.

1. Apologies for Absence – None

2. Declarations of Interest – None.

3. 3. Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
3.1 The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of North Tawton Town Council held on Tuesday 4

August 2020 at 7.15 pm were unanimously approved.

4. Updates -  for  the purpose of  remote meetings,  only important  updates which cannot  
be postponed are required.
4.1 Chairman

 Cllr  Whiteley  thanked Cllr  Mrs S Watson for  attending  informal  training  regarding the
maintenance of the defibrillator adjacent to Strawberry Fields.

 Cllr Whiteley advised that he intended to donate £50 from his Chairman’s Allowance to
the Fire Service Benevolent Fund as thanks for the NTFS assisting in moving benches in
the park etc.

 Cllr  Whiteley advised that  the Emergency Plan group had met and updated the plan,
which was to be split  into 2 parts,  the main plan and a specific  pandemic plan.   Cllr
Whiteley wished to record the Council’s thanks to the Rector, Rev Nick Weldon, and to
Ms June Savage from NT Post Office for their valuable contribution to this project.  The
plan would go to the Council’s October meeting for consideration of approval.

4.10 North Tawton Nature Group – Cllr Ms R. Testa wished to record the Council’s thanks to 
Lindfield Care Farm for their work on construction of bat and bird boxes for the Council.

5. Ongoing issues
‘Action Log’ – Noted.

6. Consultations/Newsletters/Invitations
6.1 – Noted

7. Telephone Kiosk, The Square, North Tawton
The Clerk updated members as to the potential issues associated with adopting a phone kiosk, 
particularly with reference to informal advice from the Council’s solicitor.  Cllr Ms R Testa 
proposed that the Kiosk be retained and adopted by the NTTC.  This was seconded by Cllr Miss 
K Drake and there were 7 votes in favour, therefore the proposal was carried. The Clerk asked if 
Members wished the Council’s solicitor to examine the relevant contract in detail and report to the
Council.  It was suggested that the Council was not in receipt of the contract relating to this 
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specific kiosk.  The Clerk advised that the contract was generic, varied only by schedule.  The 
Clerk was requested to ask BT for the contract relating to the kiosk in The Square.

8. Memorial Park – RoSPA Report 2020 – Information report of the Clerk to the Council
It was reported that items 8.2 and 8.3 would be completed in the near future by the Council’s 
specialist contractor, and that the Council’s Handyman would undertake the items in 8.4.

9. Interim Internal Audit
Cllr C Lee proposed that the Council does not commission an interim audit this year, but instead 
put funding towards the training for Cllrs and Staff as recommended in the annual internal audit 
for the 2019/20 FY.  This was seconded by Cllr J Grey and there were 11 votes in favour with 1 
abstention, therefore the proposal was carried.

10. Cemetery – Estates Committee Recommendations
10.1 Noticeboard – Cllr J Gray proposed that the Council’s Estates Committee be requested to 

research and present some costed proposals to the Council.  This was seconded by Cllr R 
Davies and there were 12 votes in favour, therefore the proposal was carried.

10.2 Benches – It was noted that there are 5 existing benches in the Cemetery.  Further to 
discussion, Cllr P Brickley suggested that the Estates Committee look into relocating some of the 
existing benches.  This was seconded by Cllr S Whiteley and there were 12 votes in favour, 
therefore the proposal was carried.

10.3 Named  Councillor for Cemetery Management – Cllr P Brickley proposed that Cllr S Whiteley 
be the named contact Councillor, this was seconded by Cllr J Gray and there were 12 votes in 
favour, therefore the proposal was carried.

10.4 Proposals for use of the cemetery extension area – Noted.
10.5 Other matters – including digitising of grave plans, revision of procedures etc – Noted.  Cllr

Ms J Trewhitt is consulting Cllr C Lee with reference to a safety inspection.

11. Nature Group
11.1 Wildflower Patches

11.1.1 Cllr Mrs R Davies proposed that £150 be provided by the Council for purchase of 
wildflower seed for this project.  This was seconded by Cllr J Gray and there were 12 votes in 
favour, therefore the proposal was carried.
11.1.2 Further to discussion, Cllr J Gray proposed that the named area be seeded, in 
consultation with the Council’s grass cutting contractor.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs R Davies
and there were 12 votes in favour, therefore the proposal was carried.
11.1.3 Further to discussion it was acknowledged that wildflower areas in the  churchyard were a
longer term aspiration.  Cllr Mrs R Davies proposed that the Nature Group consult with relevant 
representatives of St Peter’s Church regarding this matter.  This was seconded by Cllr J Gray 
and there were 12 votes in favour, therefore the proposal was carried.
11.1.4 Cllr Mrs R Davies proposed that the Nature Group further investigate and make relevant 
proposals in due course.  This was seconded by Cllr Ms J Trewhitt, and there were 11 votes in 
favour with 1 vote against, therefore the proposal was carried.

11.2 National Drinking Water Scheme – refilling plastic water bottles.  Further to discussion, Cllr 
P Brickley proposed that the Nature Group consult with local businesses re joining this scheme.  
This was seconded by Cllr J Gray and there were 12 votes in favour, therefore the proposal was 
carried.

12. New Refuse Bins for the Memorial Park and town centre car park
 Cllr Mrs C Burrow proposed:

 the bin be removed from the toddler play area

 The remaining bins in the park be replaced with larger capacity bins with intergral stubber and 
ashtray 

 A new bin be installed in the Town Centre Car Park.
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This was seconded by Cllr Ms R Testa and there were 12 votes in favour, therefore the proposal 
was carried.

Cllr J Gray proposed that the new bins be the Heritage model as per the information circulated to 
members.  This was seconded by Cllr C Lee and there were 12 votes in favour therefore the 
proposal was carried. The Clerk will check that 100 litre bins are acceptable to WDBC and their 
waste contractors.

13. Possible Business Grant from WDBC
The Clerk advised Members as to an extension of the covid related business grant which was 
announced at short notice by the Government.  NTTC would not qualify as we did not meet the 
relevant criteria, this information was for advice only and was noted by members.

14. WDBC Town Centres Grant (from £90k fund)
The Clerk advised as to the above, and proposals for requesting grant aid for the online and hard
copy publication of the revised NT Directory.  Cllr J Gray proposed that the Clerk pursue 
application for grant aid accordingly.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs R Davies and there were 12
votes in favour, therefore the proposal was carried.

15. Tree  Survey
15.1 Noted.
15.2 Cllr J Gray proposed that Emerald Tree Services be commissioned to make the relevant 

applications to WDBC for the outstanding tree works as identified in the plan of work 
presented to the Council.  This was seconded by Cllr Ms R Testa and there were 12 
votes in favour, therefore the proposal was carried.

15.3 Cllr J Gray proposed that the relevant specification be used to obtain quotes for the 
necessary works, to be brought to full Council for approval.  This was seconded by Cllr 
Ms J Trewhitt and there were 12 votes in favour, therefore the proposal was carried.

16. PLANNING MATTERS
16.1 Planning Application Ref: 2228/20/HHO

Further to discussion, Cllr J Gray proposed that the Council support this application.  This was 
seconded by Cllr K Hodge and there were 12 votes in favour, therefore the proposal was carried.

16.2 Planning Application Ref: 2419/20/TEX – INFORMATION ONLY, EXEMPT WORKS
Noted.

16.3 Old Woollen Mill
Noted.

16.4 Outstanding S106 matters, Batheway Fields
Cllr P Brickley proposed that the Council makes a formal complaint to WDBC regarding the way 
this issue has been dealt with by that Authority.  This was seconded by Cllr J Gray and there 
were 12 votes in favour, therefore the proposal was carried.

17. FINANCE 
17.1 Invoices – approval of payment is still delegated to the Clerk as part of emergency measures, 

therefore the payment list was noted by members.

17.2 Monthly statement – noted by members.

17.3 Finance  committee  working  group  –  review  and  amendment  of  NTTC  Financial
Regulations
Cllr  J Gray, Cllr  Mrs R Davies, Cllr  M Kennedy, and Cllr  S Whiteley volunteered to form this
group.  Cllr  Ms R Testa proposed that the Council  accept these members to form the group
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accordingly.   This  was  seconded  by  Cllr  Ms  J  Trewhitt  and  there  were  12  votes  in  favour,
therefore the proposal was carried.

18. Questions/Comments from members of the public
The Chair closed the meeting for this item.

1 Mrs C Hughes referred to agenda item 15.  With reference to the yew tree to the left of the
Lych Gate in the churchyard Mrs Hughes mentioned the growth around the base of the 
tree which need clearing.  It was confirmed that this matter had been discussed and 
would be dealt with.

2 Mrs C Hughes referred to agenda item 15 and advised that to her knowledge tree 
surgeons were currently very busy.

The Chair re-opened the meeting.

19. Parish Matters
No items will be discussed under Parish Matters for the foreseeable future.

20. Date of next meeting – noted.

PART II   -  EXEMPT REPORTS –  Cllr  Ms J  Trewhitt  proposed  that  the  Council  convene a  Part  II
Meeting.  This was seconded by Cllr J Gray and there were 12 votes in favour therefore the proposal
was carried.

Part II

1 Ombudsman case reference overcharge of electricity for the Cemetery supply
Noted.
Exemption under Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 as amended 3. Information 
relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the authority holding
that information). 

Works to kickabout area in memorial park:
The Clerk advised that this item had been omitted from the agenda in error.  Although no formal proposal
could  therefore  be  made  and  voted  upon,  the  Clerk  requested  that  members  make  an  informal
consideration as to which quotation would be likely to be accepted.  Cllr Mrs R Davies proposed that the
cheaper quote would be likely to be accepted.  This was seconded by Cllr P Brickley and there were 12
votes in favour.  The Council’s Estates Committee will be asked to make a formal proposal and vote as
to this issue.


