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        NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Town Clerk - Mrs Sarah Say  Assistant Town Clerk – Mrs Melanie Bickell 
14a The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP 
Telephone 01837 880121   Email: townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
You are hereby summoned to the Ordinary Meeting of North Tawton Town Council to be held via Zoom on:  
Tuesday 2nd February 2021 at 7.15 pm – please refer to the information below re remote meetings – 
this meeting will be a remote meeting and attendees, including members of the public, should start 
logging on to Zoom from 7.00 pm to allow the meeting to commence at 7.15. 
 
Please note: To allow Local Authorities to function during the Covid-19 emergency, the Government has now issued 
legislation which, amongst other provisions, allows Councils to hold meetings remotely using appropriate technology.  
NTTC has decided that its meetings will be held remotely until further notice and has adopted the use of Zoom 
Conferencing software for this purpose.   

Join Zoom Meeting  Meeting ID: 836 9566 3424 
Members of the Public are welcome to join the meeting if they have suitable equipment to log onto Zoom.  Any 
personal data provided in this connection will be held securely and will be destroyed by 1 April 2021 or at any time as 
requested by the person concerned. 
 
Members of the public wishing to join the remote meeting can request to join – you need a Zoom account, and when 

you request to ‘join a meeting’ the reference number you need is 836 9566 3424   For security you will be kept in a 

virtual ‘waiting room’ until you are admitted to the meeting.  The rules for a virtual meeting are the same as for a live 

meeting in relation to any disruptive behaviour, ie the ability to remove users from the meeting. Background screens 

and uploading of documents will be disabled. 

If you have any problem logging onto the meeting please telephone 01837 880121 for advice (phone diverted to 

Town Clerk when office closed). 

 
Town Clerk 
 

AGENDA  
 

NTTC resolved on 5th January 2021 to consider each future agenda item against 
the impact on climate change. 
 
An opportunity for the Electors and others to address the Town Council.  
The Council encourages the use of an Open forum. This will allow Members of the Public to address the 
Town Council.  Members of the public wishing to speak in the Open Forum should notify the Clerk 7 days 
prior to the meeting.  If appropriate an item will be placed on a future agenda.  A brief note will be made of 
any discussion at this point.  Please note that Councillors are not obliged to give their opinion or answer 
questions.  The maximum time allowable for the Open Forum at this meeting will be up to 45 minutes, at the 
discretion of the Chairman. 
 
2021 Census Engagement – Liza Oxford Census Engagement Officer (Guest Speaker) 
The 2021 Census is a 'digital first', meaning that the ONS are aiming for 75%+ surveys to be completed 
online. The benefits of a digital census are the speed of data collection and analysis and therefore the results 
can be acted on quicker.  2021 Census will commence 21st March 2021. 
 

1. Apologies for Absence - To receive apologies from Councillors unable to attend. 
  

2. Declarations of Interest - Councillors are invited to declare any personal or disclosable pecuniary 
interests, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be considered 
at this meeting. 
If Councillors have any questions relating to predetermination, bias or interests in items on this Agenda, 
then please contact the Clerk in the first instance.     

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83695663424
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3. Minutes of the Previous Meetings  
3.1. To approve the minutes of the Extra-Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 5 January 2021. 
3.2. To approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on Monday 11 January 2021. 

 

4. Updates - for the purpose of remote meetings, only important updates which cannot be 
postponed are required. 

4.1. Chairman to update the Council on various issues. 
4.2. Update on the NT Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Trewhitt 
4.3. Update from Estates Committee – Cllr Trewhitt 
4.4. Update from Finance Committee – Cllr Davies 
4.5. Update from Section 106 Monitoring Group 
4.6. Update from Section 106 Arts Group 
4.7. Update from Personnel Advisory Group 
4.8. Update from Den Brook Community Fund 
4.9. Update from Parking and Traffic Group – Cllr Lee 

4.9.1. Double yellow Lines (waiting restrictions) reduction – for information only 
The Parking and Traffic Group have been meeting with DCC highways since 2019, in a bid to provide 
a small number of additional parking areas in the town.  As a result, Devon County Council have 
proposed changes to parking restrictions in North Tawton and are holding a consultation between 
21 January – 25 February 2021.  More details can be found online at  
West Devon HATOC Traffic Regulation Amendment Order 5813 
Objections and other comments specifying the proposal and the grounds on which they are made 
must be in writing to the County Solicitor, County Hall, Topsham Road, Exeter EX2 4QD or 
https://devon.cc/alwrp to arrive by 25th February 2021. 

4.9.2. Blue-badge parking spaces – Town Carpark –  
The Parking and Traffic Group recommend that the Council give approval for the Parking and Traffic 
Group to create a public consultation, in liaison with the Clerks, to gather opinion about the possibility 
of reducing the blue-badge parking spaces, by means of an article in the ‘Roundabout’, on the Town 
Hub, Council Website, notices in and around the carparks and leaflet drop to properties in the vicinity 
of the carpark. 
The Council are to consider timescale, methods and scale of consultation and any associated costs 
to carry out the consultation when making any resolution.  

4.10. Update from North Tawton Nature Group – Cllr Testa 
4.11. Update from the NTTC Project Development Working Party 

4.11.1. Consideration of North Tawton Housing Needs Survey 
The Council's Project Development Working Party are seeking approval for a Housing Needs Sur-
vey to be undertaken. It is suggested that the Council propose for the Working Party to investigate 
costs, timescales, and any other relevant information on which to base a final decision and bring this 
back to a future meeting of the Council. 

4.12. Update from WDBC from Cllr Ms. Lois Samuel and Cllr Mr. B Ratcliffe. 
4.13. Update from DCC from Cllr J McInnes 

 

5. Ongoing issues 
‘Action Log’ – this will be updated and circulated in due course. 

 

6. Consultations/Newsletters/Invitations 
6.1. Dog Control Order (Supporting Doc 6.1 – Feb) 

The Report asks Council to consider extending the current Public Space Protection Order in relation to 
the Control of Dogs for a further 3-year period; and introduce 2 general articles which will apply to the 
whole Borough relating to dog fouling and keeping dogs under control in the built environment. Current 

specified formal garden sites for dogs on leads are: • Letheran’s Lane, North Tawton Current specified 

dog exclusion sites are: • Memorial Park, North Tawton  
The only difference is that the proposed new Order will include a control that dog walkers must carry 
the means to pick up faeces if their dog defecates on land in the restricted area. 

6.2. Interim Devon Carbon Plan Consultation (Supporting Docs 6.2 a-c Feb) 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/parking/traffic-regulation-orders/annual-local-waiting-restriction-programme/
https://devon.cc/alwrp
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The Council to consider their response to the draft carbon plan consultation. Docs 6b and 6c are a 
precis which councillors may find helpful when considering their response to the DCC survey. (Clos-
ing date 15th February) 
This Interim Devon Carbon Plan has been written for the Devon Climate Emergency Response 
Group, on behalf of the people of Devon, by the Net-Zero Task Force with support from the secretar-
iat, provided by Devon County Council. The partnership remains committed to taking a lead in the re-
sponse to climate change, through our collective action, innovation and influence. We are, therefore, 
delighted to introduce the consultation draft of the Interim Devon Carbon Plan, produced at our invita-
tion by the Net-Zero Task Force, who have generously volunteered their time and expertise. This 
Plan shows how we can deliver collectively on our ambition for a net-zero Devon. 
 

7. Council working group meetings and terms of reference review (Supporting Doc 7 Feb) 
The Council to review the terms of reference for working groups and consider if any delegated author-
ities need to be added or reviewed.  Any delegated authority for decision making will alter the group to 
become a committee which must adhere to the Council’s standing orders.   
Members to also consider if they wish to amend the Terms of References to allow for public attendance 
(non-participation) of working group meetings. 
 

8. Meetings Schedule for 2021-22 (Supporting Doc 8 Feb) 
The Council to review and consider approving the schedule of meetings for 2021-22 

 

9. NTTC Grass Cutting Contract – amendments to be ratified (supporting document 9 - Feb) 
Background – In September 2020 representatives from the Council’s Estates Committee met with the 
Grass Cutting Contractor to discuss minor amendments to the current Grass Cutting Contract. 
Members are asked to ratify the amended contract as per the supporting document. 
 

10. ANTS Application for Permission to Use the Chapel of Rest (Supporting document 10-Feb) 
The Council to consider whether ANTs could enter into an agreement that they can use the Chapel for 
12 months, renewable, but with an opportunity for the Council to give ANTs 2 months’ notice at any 
time after the first 6 months of any 12-month period should the Council so wish.  
It would effectively give ANTs some security for a period of 8 months with the possibility that we could 
use it for 12 months and then apply to renew the agreement for a further 12 months on the same terms. 
In accordance with Standing Orders 7a, A Special motion has been received from Cllrs Trewhitt, Testa, 
Whiteley and Lee to reverse the resolution made on 1st December 2020, that ANTS be permitted to 
store their props in the Chapel of Rest for four months which will then be reviewed.  
  

11. NTTC Co-option of Councillors Policy & Procedure (Supporting Document 11 - Feb) 
Members considered the suggested policy & procedure and decide as to whether to adopt the policy 
as it stands or suggest required amendments further to which the policy would be adopted. 
Councillors resolved on 11th January 2021 that NTTC retain appendix c and look at some of the 
accountabilities but don’t use that to judge people against and that parts of Appendix A should be 
optional to fill in or the applicant be given the opportunity to speak at a co-option meeting if they prefer. 
The Town Clerk has been liaising with WDBC Elections office with regards to the wording of EU 
residents and this matter requires further lawful clarification and will be subject of a future amendment 
once resolved. 

12. Disabled Bays Parking Enforcement 
The Council to consider asking DCC Highways to place time limits to on-street disabled parking bays 
in North Tawton.  Currently blue-badge holders can park in designated bays for an unlimited time 
period. 
 

13. Proposal to approve for works to trees in the churchyard. 
Carried from 1st December 2020 meeting – Decision on the quote and work to the trees in the Churchyard be 

deferred until January.  Oak Valley tender (previously received) £3500 to Pollard 8 lime trees, remove 3 
cypress trees, brash to be chipped on site and timber left in habitat piles. (LGA 1972 s.215 Budget provision – 

Town enhancement – Cemetery costs) 
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14. Planning Matters for council resolution 
14.1. 3743/20/HHO, 4 Butts Way, North Tawton EX20 2HP, widening of existing path and erection of timber 

shed, Mr Tonkins 
14.2. 0204/21/TCA, 14 Fore Street, North Tawton, T1 – Beech – Fell – Tree has grown too large for its 

location. 
 

15. Finance 
15.1. Direct Debit Approval 

The Council to approve a monthly Direct Debit to Inty for Microsoft 365 subscriptions for both clerks 
(approved Finance Committee 12th November 2020).  The DD amount is an initial payment for the 
period 4.12.20 – 31.1.21 in the sum of £42.94 including VAT, then a monthly payment of £22.56 
including VAT (£18.80 ex-VAT). (Local Government Act 1972 s.111, Budget Provision Annual Subscriptions) 

15.2. CPRE annual membership renewal 
The Council to consider if they wish to renew the £50 annual membership to CPRE.  (LGA 1972 s.143(1)(b) 

– budget provision – annual subscriptions) 

15.3. Invoices. To examine payments for the month of January 2021.  At present, payments are being 
approved by the Clerk, after examination by the Chair of Finance, as part of emergency delegated 
powers.  Relevant paperwork to be distributed and published prior to the meeting. 

15.4. Monthly statement and bank reconciliation– to be received and to consider adoption. Relevant 
paperwork to be distributed and published prior to the meeting. 

15.5. Proposal to add 2 more Members to be Authorisers on the Council’s Unity Trust Bank Account. 

 
16. Parish Matters - No items will be discussed under Parish Matters for the foreseeable future. 

 

17. Questions/Comments from members of the public 
The meeting shall be suspended to allow members of the public to comment/ask a question on any 

AGENDA ITEM ONLY – PLEASE QUOTE AGENDA ITEM NUMBER. Time is limited to 2 minutes per 

person, up to a maximum of 3 persons, unless the Chairman rules otherwise. A brief record of any 

points made will be included in the minutes of that meeting. 

18. Date of next meeting 
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Town Council shall be Tuesday 2 March 2021 at 7.15 pm held remotely, 
unless otherwise notified. 

 

19. PART II - EXEMPT REPORTS: 
There are no Exempt items 

 


