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        NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Town Clerk - Mrs Sarah Say  Assistant Town Clerk – Mrs Melanie Bickell 
14a The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP 
Telephone 01837 880121   Email: townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the North Tawton Town Council Ordinary Meeting held via Zoom on: Tuesday 5th 
February 2021 at 7.15 pm.  
Present:  Cllr Whiteley (Chair) Cllr Trewhitt (Vice-Chair) Cllr Testa   Cllr Kennedy  

Cllr Gray   Cllr Davies    Cllr Burrow   Cllr Hodge   
Cllr Lee   Cllr Drake    Cllr Watson  
Melanie Bickell, Assistant Town Clerk  
District Cllr Ratcliffe, 2 members of public 

 
2021 Census – Liza Oxford Census Engagement Officer (Guest Speaker) (Doc 001/21)  

Households across Devon will soon be asked to take part in Census 2021. The census is a once-in-a-decade 
survey that gives us the most accurate estimate of all the people and households in England and Wales. It 
has been carried out every decade since 1801, with the exception of 1941. It will be the first to be run pre-
dominantly online, with households receiving a letter with a unique access code, allowing them to complete 
the questionnaire on their computers, phones, or tablets. “A successful census will ensure everyone from 
local government to charities can put services and funding in the places where they are most needed,” This 
could mean things like doctors’ surgeries, schools and new transport routes. That’s why it is so important 
everyone takes part and we have made it easier for people to do so online on any device, with help and paper 
questionnaires for those that need them.”  
Census day will be on 21 March 2021, but households across the country will receive a post card as advance 
notice commencing end of February 2021, with online codes allowing them to take part from early March. 
The census will include questions about your sex, age, work, health, education, household size and ethnicity. 
And, for the first time, there will be a question asking people whether they have served in the armed forces, 
as well as voluntary questions for those aged 16 and over on sexual orientation and gender identity. Results 
will be available within 12 months, although personal records will be locked away for 100 years, kept safe for 
future generations. The 2021 Census is a ‘digital first’, meaning that the ONS are aiming for in excess of 75% 
of surveys to be completed online. Details will be safe and confidential for 101 years. No personal information 
will be published in any of the published data.  
It is a legal requirement for people to complete the census 89% of the population will receive an access code 
to go online and complete the census on any platform they want to. 11% that receive paper copy will be either 
because of digital exclusion or they are in an area of deprivation. Support centres will be available and if 
people want to do the census on paper, they will be able to phone and request a paper form. A postcard will 
be posted through every door to advise the householder that the Census is coming and to be prepared.  
For more information, visit www.census.gov.uk 
 

1. Apologies for Absence  
None received. 

  

2. Declarations of Interest  
Cllr Davies and Cllr Gray declared a personal interest in item 10 – ANTS application. 

 

3. Minutes of the Previous Meetings  
3.1. The Council were all in favour of approving the minutes of the Extra-Ordinary Meeting of the Council 

held on Tuesday 5 January 2021. 
3.2. The Council were all in favour of approving the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 

Monday 11 January 2021.  
 

4. Updates - for the purpose of remote meetings, only important updates which cannot be 
postponed are required. 

4.1. Chairman had no updates. 

http://www.census.gov.uk/
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4.2. No Update was received on the NT Neighbourhood Plan. 
4.3. No Update was received from Estates Committee. 
4.4. No Update was received from Finance Committee. 
4.5. No Update was received from Section 106 Monitoring Group 
4.6. No Update was received from Section 106 Arts Group 
4.7. No Update was received from Personnel Advisory Group 
4.8. No Update was received from Den Brook Community Fund 
4.9. Update from Parking and Traffic Group – Cllr Lee 

4.9.1. Double yellow Lines (waiting restrictions) reduction. 
The Parking and Traffic Group have been meeting with DCC highways since 2019, in a bid to provide 
a small number of additional parking areas in the town.  As a result, Devon County Council have 
proposed changes to parking restrictions in North Tawton and are holding a consultation between 
21 January – 25 February 2021.  More details can be found online at  
West Devon HATOC Traffic Regulation Amendment Order 5813 
Objections and other comments specifying the proposal and the grounds on which they are made 
must be in writing to the County Solicitor, County Hall, Topsham Road, Exeter EX2 4QD or 
https://devon.cc/alwrp to arrive by 25th February 2021. 
As agreed with DCC November 2019, revocation of parking – the proposal is that some double 
yellow lines will be removed creating a small number of additional parking spaces in the Town Centre. 
Members agreed that the plan for North Street was not very clear and had caused some confusion 
with Cllrs and residents which should be raised in residents’ responses to the consultation.   

4.9.2. Blue-badge parking spaces – Town Carpark – Cllr Lee 
Cllr Burrow proposed that the Council approve the Parking and Traffic Group to create a public 
consultation document, in liaison with the Clerks, to gather opinion about reducing the blue-badge 
parking spaces in the Town carpark from three to two spaces, by means of an article in the 
‘Roundabout’, on the Town Hub, Council Website, notices in and around the carparks and leaflet 
drop to properties in the vicinity of the carpark.  Consultation to commence as soon as possible and 
close at the end of March 2021.  Seconded by Cllr Davies, all in favour and Resolved. 

Action – Parking and Traffic Group 

4.10. Update from North Tawton Nature Group – Cllr Testa 
A quantity of wildflower seeds have been ordered for home owners which will be distributed early March 

4.11. Update from the NTTC Project Development Working Group 
4.11.1. Consideration of North Tawton Housing Needs Survey 

The Council's Project Development Working Party were given approval by the Council to investigate 
costs, timescales, and any other relevant information and produce a costed plan on which to base a 
final decision and bring this back to a future meeting of the Council. 

Action – Project Development Working Group 

4.12. Update from WDBC from Cllr Mr. B Ratcliffe. 
A Meeting is scheduled between me, the senior road traffic engineer from DCC and County Cllr McInnes 
to look at state of highway at Tor Bridge.   
Batheway Fields enforcement notices have been issued for non-progression of the s106 agreements 
with Wainhomes, who have provided a very long reply, and the enforcement office will be looking into 
this and will discuss with NTTC. 
Community funding is available on application to me with a certain amount of money for community 
projects, i.e., seeds, garden composting, projects within the town, and the council and community 
groups should contact me if they require any further information. 
The Joint local plan committee will be holding a conference to see the latest state of the joint local plan. 
Government funding is available for the council to look at options for the Town where young people can 
go to be safe and rainproof.  
https://www.westdevon.gov.uk/article/5425/Community-Grants-and-Funding 

4.13. Update from DCC from Cllr J McInnes 
No report received 

 

5. Ongoing issues 
‘Action Log’ – this will be updated and circulated in due course. 

 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/parking/traffic-regulation-orders/annual-local-waiting-restriction-programme/
https://devon.cc/alwrp
https://www.westdevon.gov.uk/article/5425/Community-Grants-and-Funding
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6. Consultations/Newsletters/Invitations 
6.1. Dog Control Order (Supporting Doc 6.1 – Feb) 

The Report asks Council to consider extending the current Public Space Protection Order in relation to 
the Control of Dogs for a further 3-year period; and introduce 2 general articles which will apply to the 
whole Borough relating to dog fouling and keeping dogs under control in the built environment. Current 

specified formal garden sites for dogs on leads are: • Letheran’s Lane, North Tawton Current specified 

dog exclusion sites are: • Memorial Park, North Tawton  
The only difference is that the proposed new Order will include a control that dog walkers must carry 
the means to pick up faeces if their dog defecates on land in the restricted area. 
The Council wishes to seek clarification on the proposed exclusion of all dogs from the Memorial Park 
with regards to access across the park using the public footpath.  Assistant Clerk to write to WDBC to 
seek clarification. 

Action – Assistant Town Clerk  

Cllr Whiteley suggested that NTTC consider reinstating the scheme in the Memorial Park of stencils 
and staring eyes with regards to dog faeces  
Town Clerk to liaise with Rob Austin to put them back in the park.  

Action – Town Clerk 

6.2. Interim Devon Carbon Plan Consultation (Supporting Docs 6.2 a-c Feb) 
The Council to consider their response to the draft carbon plan consultation. Docs 6b and 6c are a 
precis which councillors may find helpful when considering their response to the DCC survey. (Clos-
ing date 15th February) 
This Interim Devon Carbon Plan has been written for the Devon Climate Emergency Response 
Group, on behalf of the people of Devon, by the Net-Zero Task Force with support from the secretar-
iat, provided by Devon County Council. The partnership remains committed to taking a lead in the re-
sponse to climate change, through our collective action, innovation and influence. We are, therefore, 
delighted to introduce the consultation draft of the Interim Devon Carbon Plan, produced at our invita-
tion by the Net-Zero Task Force, who have generously volunteered their time and expertise. This 
Plan shows how we can deliver collectively on our ambition for a net-zero Devon. 
Council members commented they are broadly in favour of the plan and welcome all measures but 
wish to withhold a full response until the final plan comes out.  Assistant clerk to complete a short re-
sponse. 

Action – Assistant Town Clerk 

 

7. Council working group meetings and terms of reference review (Supporting Doc 7 Feb) 
The Council members reviewed the terms of reference for working groups. 
Cllr Burrow proposed that NTTC only allow members of the public to attend a working group meeting if 
they are a member of the group, seconded by Cllr Gray, 8 in favour, 3 against and Resolved. 
Clerks to ensure Standing Orders reflect this resolution. 

Action – Assistant Town Clerk 
 

8. Meetings Schedule for 2021-22 (Supporting Doc 8 Feb) 
The Council members approved the meeting schedule for 2021-22 with one amendment to January 
2022 to be 11th January not 4th.   

 

9. NTTC Grass Cutting Contract – amendments to be ratified (supporting document 9 - Feb) 
Background – In September 2020 representatives from the Council’s Estates Committee met with the 
Grass Cutting Contractor to discuss minor amendments to the current Grass Cutting Contract. 
Cllr Whiteley proposed that NTTC approve the schedule of amendments put forward to the grass cutting 
contract, seconded by Cllr Gray, all in favour and Resolved. 
Clerks to incorporate the amendments and reissue the contract. 

Action – Assistant Town Clerk 

 

10. ANTS Application for Permission to Use the Chapel of Rest (Supporting document 10-Feb) 
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In accordance with Standing Orders 7a, A Special motion was been received from Cllrs Trewhitt, Testa, 
Whiteley and Lee to reverse the resolution made on 1st December 2020, that ANTS be permitted to 
store their props in the Chapel of Rest for four months which will then be reviewed, motion approved 
all in favour. 
Cllr Whiteley proposed that the Council approve entering into an agreement with ANTS, that they can 
use the Chapel for 12 months, renewable, but with an opportunity for the Council to give ANTs 2 months’ 
notice at any time after the first 6 months of any 12-month period should the Council so wish at a small 
fee to be agreed between both parties drawn up in a memorandum of understanding by the Clerks, 
seconded by Cllr Davies, 10 in favour, 1 against and Resolved  

Action – Town Clerk 

 
11. NTTC Co-option of Councillors Policy & Procedure (Supporting Document 11 - Feb) 

Deferred to March meeting. 
 

12. Disabled Bays Parking Enforcement 
Cllr Whiteley proposed that The Council ask DCC Highways to place time limits to on-street disabled 
parking bays in North Tawton in the vicinity of the Post Office, seconded by Cllr Lee, 10 in favour, 1 
against and Resolved.   

Action – Town Clerk 
 

13. Proposal to approve for works to trees in the churchyard. 
Carried from 1st December 2020 meeting – Decision on the quote and work to the trees in the Churchyard be 

deferred until January.  Oak Valley tender (previously received) £3500 to Pollard 8 lime trees, remove 3 
cypress trees, brash to be chipped on site and timber left in habitat piles.  
Cllr Trewhitt proposed to approve the Oak Valley quote of £3500, seconded by Cllr Testa, all in favour 
and Resolved (LGA 1972 s.215 Budget provision – Town enhancement – Cemetery costs) 
 

14. Planning Matters for council resolution 
14.1. 3743/20/HHO, 4 Butts Way, North Tawton EX20 2HP, widening of existing path and erection of timber 

shed  
Cllr Davies proposed a Neutral response and would like the Local Authority to investigate whether there 
is an alternative option of using the shared access at the rear of the property, seconded by Cllr Burrow, 
all in favour and Resolved. 

14.2. 0204/21/TCA, 14 Fore Street, North Tawton, T1 – Beech – Fell – Tree has grown too large for its 
location. 
Cllr Burrow proposed that NTTC do not support this application, Seconded by Cllr Davies, all in favour 
and Resolved 
 

15. Finance 
15.1. Direct Debit Approval 

Cllr Trewhitt proposed The Council approve a monthly Direct Debit of £22.56 to Inty for Microsoft 365 
subscriptions for both clerks, seconded by Cllr Gray, all in favour and Resolved (Local Government Act 1972 

s.111, Budget Provision Annual Subscriptions) 
15.2. CPRE annual membership renewal 

Cllr Davies proposed The Council renew the £50 annual membership to CPRE, seconded by Cllr 
Trewhitt, all in favour and Resolved (LGA 1972 s.143(1)(b) – budget provision – annual subscriptions)  

15.3. Invoices 
Cllr Davies reported that she had examined payments for the month of January 2021.   

15.4. Monthly statement and bank reconciliation 

Cllrs received the monthly financial statement and bank reconciliation which was signed by Cllr Davies 
prior to the meeting (See Appendix A) 

15.5. Authorisers on the Council’s Unity Trust Bank Account. 
Cllr Whitely proposed that Cllr Burrow and Cllr lee be approved as authorisers on the Council’s Unity 
Trust Bank Account, seconded by Cllr Trewhitt, all in favour and Resolved  
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16. Parish Matters - No items will be discussed under Parish Matters for the foreseeable future. 

 

17. Questions/Comments from members of the public 

18. Date of next meeting 
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Town Council shall be Tuesday 2 March 2021 at 7.15 pm held remotely, 
unless otherwise notified. 

 

19. PART II - EXEMPT REPORTS: 
There are no Exempt items 
 
Chair closed the Meeting at 9.45pm 
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APPENDIX A 
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