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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Town Clerk - Mrs Sarah Say  Assistant Town Clerk – Mrs Melanie Bickell 
14a The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP 
Telephone 01837 880121   Email: townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the North Tawton Town Council Ordinary Meeting held via Zoom on: Tuesday 2 
March 2021 at 7.00 pm.  
Present:  Cllr Whiteley (Chair) Cllr Trewhitt (Vice-Chair) Cllr Testa   Cllr Kennedy  

Cllr Gray   Cllr Davies    Cllr Burrow   Cllr Hodge   
Cllr Lee   Cllr Drake    Cllr Watson  
 
Sarah Say, Town Clerk  
District Cllr Ratcliffe 
Jacky Bennet of Belap 
James Miller NTRFC 
Steve Ward NTAFC 
2 members of public 

 
Open Forum 

South Hams and West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy - Jacky Bennet of Belap, consultants working 
with South Hams and West Devon Councils  
I. The Chair welcomed Ms Jacky Bennet.  Jacky outlined the project and advised that consultation 

had taken place with every possible organisation – clubs, schools, councils etc.  A certain amount 
of S106 funding was still available.  Youth development is an important aim. 

II. Steve Ward of NTAFC advised that the club had only purchased their pitch a few years ago.  There 
is a great need to improve facilities at the site.  The club has 100 youth members, 2 senior teams, 
and 1 veterans’ team.  The pitch cannot be used for training in the winter, they train at Okehampton 
and Ashbury but costs have increased greatly. 

III. The NTRFC is looking at a multipurpose indoor facility for use by all, not just the rugby club, all of 
this is still in the planning stage.  Funding is key in order to purchase the land for the project, to 
include a sports hall, training facilities and car parking. 

IV. Cllr J Trewhitt mentioned the issues with allocation of S106 funding, specifically the decision 
making process.  Jacky advised that addressing this matter is one of the objectives of the project. 

V. It was confirmed that the football club is looking for funding – this can go into the strategy as an 
aspiration.  Steve Ward advised that Sports England were not able to help with funding in the past, 
until the land was in the ownership of the club, but they are now able to fundraise to improve the 
changing rooms in particular.  Car parking is also an issue. 

VI. There was discussion around the need to liaise with North Tawton Primary School, which has 
large grounds that could be used. 

VII. The questions was asked as to any aspirations to provide a cricket pitch in North Tawton. 
 
The meeting commenced at 7.40 pm. 
 
1. Apologies for Absence – None, all members present. 

  

2. Declarations of Interest – None. 
    

3. Minutes of the Previous Meetings  
3.1. Cllr Gray proposed that the Council accept the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 

Monday 2 February 2021, this was seconded by Cllr Trewhitt and there were 11 votes in favour, 
therefore the proposal was carried. 

 
4. Updates - for the purpose of remote meetings, only important updates which cannot be 

postponed are required. 
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4.1. Chairman to update the Council on various issues – no update. 
4.2. Update on the NT Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Trewhitt advised that the referendum is due on 6 May, 

the NP Group is working on keeping people informed – posters will appear round the town, also leaflets 
to all households, text of which has been approved by WDBC.  Cost of leaflets in region of £150 - £200.  
All Members should have a cc of the Plan, there are some copies in the office, and it can be accessed 
via the NTTC website.   

4.2.1. Members to consider approving additional printing of the full Neighbourhood Plan Document 
The Clerk advised that there is money under the staff pensions budget code which is unlikely to be 
used and could be vired to the NP for printing costs.  Cllr Whiteley proposed a maximum of £500 be 
allowed for NP printing.  This was seconded by Cllr Davies, and there were 11 votes in favour, therefore 
the proposal was carried.  It was requested that all members be advised of NP meetings. 
Action: - RFO to consider and propose viring of funds from an appropriate budget code. 
 

4.3. Update from Estates Committee meeting held 25th February 2021 – Cllr Trewhitt advised the 
minutes are to be circulated.  The works to trees in the cemetery have been completed. 

4.4. Update from Finance Committee – Cllr Davies 
4.5. Update from Section 106 Monitoring Group 
4.6. Update from Section 106 Arts Group 
4.7. Update from Personnel Advisory Group 
4.7.1. NTTC Personnel Policies - NTTC need to review some of the personnel policies, particularly 

complaints, disciplinary and grievance and appraisal policy.  
Cllr Testa proposed that the PAG undertake the appropriate reviews and policies will be brought to the 
council’s April meeting.  This was seconded by Cllr Davies and there were 11 votes in favour, therefore 
the proposal was carried. 
Action:  Meeting of PAG and clerks to undertake review of relevant policies. 
 

4.8. Update from Den Brook Community Fund – Cllr Whiteley advised that the provision of funds for covid-
related issues is now agreed and organisations can apply. 

4.9. Update from Parking and Traffic Group 
4.10. Update from North Tawton Nature Group – Cllr Testa 
4.11. Update from WDBC from Cllr Ms. Lois Samuel and Cllr Ratcliffe.  

Cllr Ratcliffe advised that he attended the annual meeting of the Joint Local Plan and Neighbourhood 
Plan committee.  WDBC is to appoint a dedicated NP Officer.  Cllr Ratcliffe advised that the applicants 
for works at the Old Woollen Mill have gone to the Secretary of State reference WDBC handling of the 
application.  Enforcement issues at Batheway Fields are being progressed by WDBC. 

4.12. Update from DCC from Cllr McInnes 
 

5. Ongoing issues 
‘Action Log’ – this will be updated and circulated in due course. 

 
6. Consultations/Newsletters/Invitations 
6.1. National Planning Policy Framework proposed changes consultation (ends 27th March 2021) 

Cllr Davies proposed that a small group of Councillors should look at the paper and make a response 
on behalf of the Council.  This was seconded by Cllr Burrow and there were 11 votes in favour, therefore 
the proposal was carried. 
Action:  Cllr Burrow, Cllr Trewhitt and Cllr Whiteley volunteered to undertake this task. 
 

7.    Climate Information and Education 
7.3    Cllr Davies proposed that the Council delegate this project to the Council’s Nature  
         Group to take forward in liaison with Sampford Courtenay Parish Council, and that any financial  

implications be brought to the Council for approval as and when necessary.  This was seconded by 
Cllr Gray and there were 11 votes in favour, therefore the proposal was carried. 
 

8. Dedicated webpage or website for information on wildlife and wildlife gardening. 
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8.1. Cllr Kennedy proposed supporting the recommendation of the Town Clerk that a webpage on the 
existing NTTC site be used.  The Nature Group will take responsibility for producing the content of 
these dedicated areas of the website.  There were 11 votes in favour therefore the proposal was carried. 

Action:  Cllr Kennedy to send relevant links to the Town Clerk to put on the appropriate webpage, as 
a start to this project. 

 
9. Working with other councils on Climate Emergency issues 

Cllr Whiteley proposed supporting the suggestion that the Nature Group liaise with appropriate 
representatives from other local councils to see if a joint group can be set up, and report back to NTTC 
in due course.  This was seconded by Cllr Watson and there were 11 votes in favour, therefore the 
proposal was carried.  It was further agreed that Cllr Testa and Cllr Davies progress this and represent 
NTTC on a joint group as and when it is set up. 
Action:  Cllr Testa and Cllr Davies. 
 

10. Wildlife and land management - volunteer group 
Cllr Davies proposed accepting the suggestion that responsibility for setting this up, including 
addressing any necessary H&S issues, insurance implications, possible grant funding, etc, be 
devolved to the Nature Group, with a timetable for the first work session to be circulated to all 
councillors once everything is in place.  The Nature Group will keep Members advised as to 
compliance with all relevant issues.  This was seconded by Cllr Gray and there were 11 votes in 
favour therefore the proposal was carried. 
Action:  Cllr Testa to organise a group at an appropriate time when covid restrictions allow. 

 
11. NTTC Co-option of Councillors Policy & Procedure  

I  Cllr Whiteley proposed that in reference to the voting form, the words ‘and signed’ be 
removed.  There were 11 votes in favour therefore the proposal was carried. 
Action:  Town Clerk to amend final policy accordingly. 
II  Cllr Lee proposed retaining the provision that candidates remain in the meeting whilst 
presentations, discussion and voting take place.  This was seconded by Cllr Burrow.  There were 10 
votes in favour, and 1 against, therefore the proposal was carried. 
Action:  Town Clerk to retain this provision within the policy. 
III Cllr Whiteley proposed that the requirement for candidates to have a proposer and seconder 
be removed from the policy.  This was seconded by Cllr Gray.  There were 8 votes in favour and 3 
against, therefore the proposal was carried. 
Action:  Town Clerk to amend the policy accordingly. 
IV Cllr  Davies proposed that Appendix C to the policy be removed.  This was seconded by Cllr 
Whiteley.  Cllr Burrow made a counter proposal to retain Appendix C, for the information of 
candidates, and to remove the word ‘Essential’ from the relevant column and replace with ‘Desirable’, 
with the current ‘Desirable’ column being renamed ‘Useful’.  This was seconded by Cllr Watson.  A 
vote was taken on the counter proposal first, and there were 6 votes in favour with 5 votes against, 
therefore this proposal was carried. 
Action:  Town Clerk to amend the policy accordingly. 
V Cllr Testa proposed that the Council accept and approve the policy and procedure subject to 
the agreed amendments.  This was seconded by Cllr Watson and there were 11 votes in favour, 
therefore the proposal was carried. 
Action:  Town Clerk to publish the policy once amendments have been made. 
 

12. NTTC Internal Control Policy.  
Postponed to next meeting of the Council. 
 

13. Responsible Financial Officer Role – Proposal to appoint Assistant Clerk as RFO 
I    Cllr Whiteley proposed that the Assistant Clerk take on the role of RFO as from 1 April 2021.  This 
was seconded by Cllr Drake and there were 11 votes in favour, therefore the proposal was carried. 
II Cllr Lee proposed that the suggested spinal column point adjustments to the salaries of the Town 
Clerk and the Assistant Town Clerk, in connection with the above, be agreed.  This was seconded by 
Cllr Testa and there were 11 votes in favour, therefore the proposal was carried. 
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III Cllr Lee proposed a vote of thanks from the Town Council to the Town Clerk for her hard work in 
carrying out the RFO role. 
 

14. Memorial Application for Approval – Diana Jones 
Cllr Davies proposed that the Council approve this application.  This was seconded by Cllr Trewhitt 
and there were 11 votes in favour, therefore the proposal was carried. 
 

15. Planning matters for Council Resolution 
15.1. 0122/21/FUL Essington Barnfield, North Tawton EX20 2BY, Erection of Agricultural Building, Mr J 

Rice. 
Cllr Davies proposed that the Council support this application, this was seconded by Cllr Watson and 
there were 11 votes in favour, therefore the proposal was carried. 
Action:  Town Clerk to send response to WDBC. 
 

15.2. 0444/21/FUL The Field Bouchers Hill North Tawton EX20 2DG, Erection of general purpose agricul-
tural building and glasshouse, alterations to vehicular access and formation of hardstanding (Resub-
mission of 0351/20/FUL).  Mr And Mrs Wyld. 
Cllr Davies proposed that the Council support this application, this was seconded by Cllr Gray and 
there were 11 votes in favour therefore the proposal was carried. 
Action:  Town Clerk to send response to WDBC. 

 
16. Finance 
16.1. Invoices.  

Cllr Davies advised she has checked the invoices and payments list.  Major expenditure this month is 
the tree work in the cemetery. 

16.2. Monthly statement – Noted and accepted. 
16.3. Increase to Town Centre Car Park Access Fees 2021 

Cllr Gray proposed that the Council approve a 10% increase in the relevant fee, making the fee for 
2021 to be £55.00 per property having access over the car park.  This was seconded by Cllr Lee and 
there were 9 votes in favour and 2 against, therefore the proposal was carried.  The Town Clerk was 
requested to check what the current fee would be had it increased by the rate of inflation each year 
since acquisition. 
Action:  Town Clerk to implement the increased fee, and check the sum including inflation. 

16.4. Increase to Cemetery Fees 2021 
Cllr Trewhitt proposed that the Council approve the suggested fee increase of 5% to all cemetery fees 
with effect from 1 April 2021, and that a report be presented to the Council by September 2021 with a 
comparison of local cemetery fees for discussion and consideration.  This was seconded by Cllr 
Davies and there were 11 votes in favour therefore the proposal was carried. 
Action:  Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk to implement the fee increase, inform local funeral directors, 
and prepare a comparison of fees report by September 2021. 

16.5. Further minor amendments to NTTC Finance Regulations January 2021 
Cllr Gray proposed that both the Town Clerk and the Assistant Town Clerk should have a corporate 
multipay card, as already issued to the Town Clerk.  The upper limit of expenditure per month for both 
cards together should be £500.  Cllr Gray further proposed that the Petty Cash be done away with, 
once both multipay cards are issued.  The Council’s Financial Regulations are to be amended to 
reflect these decisions.  This was seconded by Cllr Drake and there were 11 votes in favour, therefore 
the proposal was carried. 
Action:  Town Clerk to amend NTTC Financial Regulations accordingly, to arrange for issue of a 
corporate multipay card to the Assistant Town Clerk, and to arrange for the Petty Cash Float to be 
paid back into the Council’s bank account once the second card has been issued. 
 

16.6 Royal British Legion – Poppy Wreath 
Cllr Drake proposed that the Council pay a total of £50.00 to the RBL for the Council’s 2020 Poppy 
Wreath.  This was seconded by Cllr Davies and there were 11 votes in favour, therefore the proposal 
was carried. 
Action:  Assistant Town Clerk to arrange payment accordingly, coding to the appropriate budget.. 
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17. Parish Matters - No items will be discussed under Parish Matters for the foreseeable future. 

 

18. Questions/Comments from members of the public 

The meeting shall be suspended to allow members of the public to comment/ask a question on any 

AGENDA ITEM ONLY – PLEASE QUOTE AGENDA ITEM NUMBER. Time is limited to 2 minutes 

per person, up to a maximum of 3 persons, unless the Chairman rules otherwise. A brief record of any 

points made will be included in the minutes of that meeting. 

 

1 Further to a query reference agenda item 16.5.4 – if the Council no longer has a petty cash 

float will this make it a problem for people paying for photocopying, the Town Clerk advised 

that she is confident this will not be an issue. 

2 Mrs S Knott advised she had done the online NPPF Reform Survey, this was a 76 page doc-

ument. 

19. Date of next meetings 

Further to discussion as to whether to hold the North Tawton Annual Town Meeting on the same night 
as the NTTC Annual Meeting, Cllr Testa proposed holding both meetings on the same night, this was 
seconded by Cllr Drake, the proposal be subject to Government Legislative changes etc. 
Cllr Gray made a counter proposal that these two meetings be held on separate nights.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Lee, there were 5 votes in favour and 6 votes against – therefore the proposal for 2 
separate nights was not carried.  Therefore the two meetings will be held on the same evening. 

 
 
20. PART II - EXEMPT REPORTS: 

No exempt reports.   
 
 


