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        NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Town Clerk - Mrs Sarah Say    Assistant Town Clerk & RFO – Mrs Mel Bickell 
14a The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP 
Telephone 01837 880121    Email: townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
You are hereby summoned to the Ordinary Meeting of North Tawton Town Council to be on:  Tuesday 1 
June 2021 at 7.30 pm – North Tawton Bowling Club, North Street, North Tawton  
 

 
Town Clerk   Date of Issue 26th May 2021 
 
AGENDA  
 
An opportunity for the Electors and others to address the Town Council.  
The Council encourages the use of an Open forum. This will allow Members of the Public to address the 
Town Council.  Members of the public wishing to speak in the Open Forum should notify the Clerk 7 days 
prior to the meeting.  If appropriate an item will be placed on a future agenda.  A brief note will be made of 
any discussion at this point.  Please note that Councillors are not obliged to give their opinion or answer 
questions.  The maximum time allowable for the Open Forum at this meeting will be up to 45 minutes, at the 
discretion of the Chairperson. 

 

1. Apologies for Absence - To receive apologies from Councillors unable to attend. 
  

2. Declarations of Interest - Councillors are invited to declare any personal or disclosable pecuniary 
interests, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be considered 
at this meeting. 
If Councillors have any questions relating to predetermination, bias or interests in items on this Agenda, 
then please contact the Clerk in the first instance.     

 
3. Minutes of the Previous Meetings  
3.1. 26 April 2021 – Estates Committee Meeting 
3.2. 4 May 2021 – NTTC Annual Meeting 
3.3. 13 May 2021 – Planning Committee Meeting 
3.4. 19th May 2021 – Estates Committee Meeting 

 
4. Covid-19 – Meeting venue risk assessment – information item 

• The safety of attendees at Council meetings is of the utmost priority to the Council. 

• All attendees, ie Councillors and members of the public, are advised that a full risk 
assessment has been made of the Bowling Club premises, but which will broadly apply to any 
premises in which the council holds face to face meetings.   

• The risk assessment takes into account all relevant guidance and recommendations, including 
recommendations from the Council’s insurers.   

• Cllr C Lee has reviewed the risk assessment document and included a column for risk levels.  
Cllr Lee advises that he considers the risks to be low.   

• Attendees should consider their own personal circumstances – eg continue to wear masks 
whilst seated, if they feel that this is more appropriate for them. 

• Cllr Lee is happy to speak to members who may have further queries on this matter.  
Alternatively, please contact the Town Clerk.  See supporting document 

 
5. To consider the co-option to the council of Mr Chris Jordan 

Mr Jordan will be given five minutes maximum to introduce himself to Members, give information on 
his background and experience, and explain why he wishes to become a Member of NTTC.  
The council will proceed to a paper vote on the acceptability of Mr Jordan taking into account the per-
sonal statement provided. 
In order for a candidate to be elected to NTTC, they must obtain an absolute majority of votes cast.   
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After the votes have been concluded, the Chairperson will declare the successful candidate duly 
elected and after signing their declaration of acceptance of office, may take their seat immediately. 
 

6. Updates 
6.1. Chairperson to update the Council on various issues. 
6.2. Update on the NT Neighbourhood Plan Referendum – Cllr Trewhitt 

use of the plan and associated actions going forward  
6.3. Update from Estates Committee – Cllr Testa 
6.4. Update from Finance Committee  
6.5. Update from Section 106 Monitoring Group 
6.6. Update from Personnel Advisory Group 
6.7. Update from Den Brook Community Fund 
6.8. Update from Parking and Traffic Group 
6.9. Update from North Tawton Nature Group – Cllr Testa 
6.10. Update from WDBC from Cllr Ratcliffe. 
 

7. Consultations/Newsletters/Invitations.  
 

8. Proposal to set up Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring Group 
Members are to consider a proposal to set up the above group.  Cllr J Trewhitt will present this 
proposal to members. 
 

9. Review of Councillor Membership of NTTC working groups and external groups/organisations. 
Members are asked to consider NTTC Councillor membership of the following, the current 
membership is shown in brackets beneath each heading: 

9.1 Eastern Links Committee – backup member required 
(Cllr J Trewhitt) 

9.2 Denbrook Committee – 2 members required 
(Cllr S Whiteley) 

9.3 Oke Rail Committee 
(Cllr S Whiteley) 

9.4 NTTC Section 106 Monitoring Group 
(Cllr C Burrow (Chairperson), Cllr J Trewhitt, Cllr M Kennedy) 

9.5 NTTC Section 106 Arts Group 
(Cllr S Whiteley, Cllr M Kennedy, Cllr C Burrow) 

9.6 NTTC Traffic and Parking Working Group 
(Cllr S Whiteley, Cllr C Lee, Cllr J Trewhitt, Cllr M Kennedy) 

9.7 North Tawton Town Hall Committee – back up member required 
(Cllr C Burrow) 

9.8 Neighbourhood Planning Group/Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring Group 
The NP Group can now be disbanded, but there is a proposal to set up a NP Monitoring Group. 

9.9 Nature Group 
(Cllr R Testa, Cllr M Kennedy) 
 

10. Ratification of North Tawton Emergency Plan 
Members are asked to ratify the recently revised Emergency Plan document.  A copy can be viewed 
in the Supporting Documents section on the Council Meetings page of our website. 
 

11. Trim Trail Equipment – Batheway Fields 
9.1 – Background – As part of the planning permission for Batheway Fields Phase I, five items of 
equipment were to be installed to form a ‘Trim Trail’.  For various reasons only three of the items will 
fit within the development and NTTC were asked to consider alternative locations, with a view to this 
being put to WDBC. 
9.2 – Proposal – The Council’s Estates Committee considered this matter at their recent meeting and 
suggested installation of an outdoor table tennis table and another piece of outdoor exercise 
equipment yet to be determined, to be installed in the Memorial Park.  Members are asked to 
consider this matter so that a request can go back to Wain Homes, who will liaise with WDBC 
accordingly. 
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12. Future of NTTC Nature Group 

10.1 The Town Clerk was requested to place the following item on the NTTC Agenda for its June 
meeting: “The group had a long discussion about the future of the Nature Group at the meeting on 
17 May. It was generally felt that the role and remit of this group was expanding beyond what it was 
originally set up to do as a working group of NTTC. Members of the group felt that it could achieve 
more if it was outside of NTTC, but with Cllr representation allowing it to work alongside the council 
and undertake projects jointly with the council. This would allow more people to become involved, and 
for the group to look more generally at things that are not within the remit of the council.” 
10.2 At the time of publication of the Agenda, an informal meeting of the Clerks and a number of 
councillors is due on Friday 28 May to discuss overlapping of working groups and committees and try 
to come up with proposals for how to resolve this, and make recommendations to the Council as to 
the future of various working groups.  It will not be possible to adequately report back to the Council 
by Tuesday 1 June. 
10.3 Members are to consider how they wish to proceed, ie come to an agreement as to the 
future of the Nature Group prior to a report from the meeting on 28 June, or wait for this report which 
should be put to the Council at its July meeting. 

 
13. Internal Auditor report 

The Town Clerk will present the report of the Council’s Internal Auditor for the financial year 2020-21.  
A copy of the report and associated documents is enclosed with Cllrs’ agendas, and can also be 
viewed in the Supporting Documents section on the Council Meetings page of our website. 
Members to formally accept the internal auditors report.  See supporting document 
 

14. Annual Governance Statement – Section 1 of (AGAR) 
Members are to respond to each assertion numbered 1-9 on the appropriate form individually, and the 
form then needs to be signed by the Chair of the Council and the Clerk/RFO (this will be the RFO for 
the financial year in question, ie Sarah Say).  See supporting document. 

 
15. Accounts for the financial year 2020-21 

The Council is asked to consider the end of year accounts for the 2020-21 financial year, with a view 
to approving the accounts if appropriate, prior to submission to the Council’s external auditors.  See 
supporting document. 

 
16. Exercise of Public Rights to view unaudited accounts 

NTTC will make provision for the exercise of public rights to view the unaudited accounts between 14th 
June and 23rd July inclusive.  The period will be advertised on the council’s noticeboard and website. 

 
17. Review of Code of Conduct  

The Committee for Standards in Public Life have produced a new Model Code of Conduct.  One of the 
reasons for the recommendation was to give consistency across all tiers of local government.  The 
Local Government Association took the lead.  Following consultation with stakeholders and examining 
good practice in local government and other professions a final model code was published late last 
year and was adopted by West Devon Borough Council in May 2021 
Members to consider adopting the new Code of conduct in place of existing for NTTC. 
See supporting document available on the Full council meetings page of our website 
 

18. The Queens Platinum Jubilee 2022 events – Cllr Trewhitt 
A Donation of £500 has been received from the 2012 Community Games and Culture Group and the 
2019 Nanny Knight's Revel Organising Committee which have now wound up, to contribute to organ-
ising the Platinum Jubilee events next year.   
Members to volunteer to consider events to mark the Jubilee and bring costings by October 2021 to 
enable a budget to be approved for 2022/23 by December 2021. 

 

19. Proposed Youth Work activities at the Community Centre and funding from NTTC 
19.1. Background 

On 20th March 2020 NTTC approved a 'grant' of up to £7500, for partnership with Youth Genesis for 
provision of youth workers, to provide the relevant financial support for one year only, strictly as a one-
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off agreement due to the exceptional circumstances then this should be supported for one year only. 
Due to the pandemic, the youth club was not actioned during 2020/21 so no financial support was 
provided by NTTC. 

19.2. Update – Cllr Trewhitt 
The Community centre held a recent meeting with Genesis, the organisation who we are hoping will 
help set up a youth Club. Initially we are looking at doing some consultation type activities with young 
people in the community so it will be at least Autumn before any kind of programme starts at the 
community centre. 
Funding for the initial work can be met from the community centre, leaving the £7,500 from NTTC for 
when the youth club starts up. The consultation work will happen within the park, probably one night a 
week, from end of June to end of August. 
This will take the form of 2 Genesis workers spending time chatting to young people in the park to find 
out what kind of youth work they would like. There would be no 'formal' activities more a detached 
youthwork type approach. These workers would wear T shirts to identify themselves and have ID. 
They would be covered by Genesis insurance. Genesis are sending us a proposal of what form this 
would take in the next few weeks. 

19.3. NTTC Financial Provision for the grant 
NTTC did not agree how this grant would be funded and provision was not included in the 2020/21 or 
2021/22 budget. 

19.4. RFO Recommendation for financial provision up to £7,500 
Normal practice would be following year-end, unspent budget monies from previous financial year (in 
this case 2020/21) are transferred to earmarked or general reserves. 
The internal auditor has made comment that NTTC “Reserved funds appear to be on the high side for 

the size of the Council”. 
£6,120 was budgeted 2020/21 to be transferred to top up reserves.  As of today’s date, this money is 
still sitting in the current account.   
The council also budgeted £1530.00 for audit fees 2020/21 but actual expenditure was only £680.00 
with an underspend of £850.00, which is also still sitting in the Current Account.   
 
RFO recommends that rather than transfer these monies to reserves, in light of the internal auditors’ 
comments, it be vired to fund the Youth Club up to £7,500 which will therefore not impact the current 
2021/22 budget provisions or increase reserves further. Members to consider this and make a 
resolution. 
 

20. Historic annual penny rate grant to North Tawton Town Hall from NTTC £2500 
Members to openly discuss and understand their position going forward from 2021 

20.1. Background 
NTTC have been budgeting for and paying an annual sum of £2500 to North Tawton Town Hall for 
decades under the belief that there was an historic agreement/duty to do so, relating to the penny 
rate grants in the LGA 1958 previously paid by the Borough Council. 
The annual accounts for the Town Hall Charity record this payment as a “Government Grant” 
There is no written agreement between NTTC and the Town Hall to pay this grant that can be pro-
duced or located, despite extensive searches being made. 

20.2. Legal Position 

• Financial advisors for Devon Association of Local Councils (DALC) have advised NTTC that 
Domestic rates were replaced in Great Britain by the community charge (the "poll tax") in 1990 
and that was quickly replaced by council tax in 1993, so the "penny rate" itself hasn't existed 
(outside of Northern Ireland) for more than 30 years. 

• There is no duty on local authorities to pay money to a charity, therefore the council should 
look at the current powers that allow it to support organisations instead. 

• If there is no written evidence of an agreement on either side, the council should start again 
and determine the basis on which it is going to support the Town Hall charity.   

• The grant should be agreed and approved by the council annually, officers can't simply pay 
money out "because it's always been done". 

• In terms of current powers allowing the council to support the Town Hall Committee, there are 
a couple depending on the purpose of the town hall use that the money will be used for. 
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• Before the Council issues funds it should be careful about allocating funding in Perpetuity and 
creating a bias in favour of a particular local group, or organisation or charity.  
 

20.3. 2021 onwards 
The Town Hall must make an application each year to the council for a grant towards their running 
costs or projects and the Council will consider the application each year and determine if they wish to 
give a grant and if so, how much.  The RFO has written to the Town Hall Committee to inform them of 
this requirement. 

21. Planning Matters 
21.1. Planning applications for Council resolution 

21.1.1. 1126/21/HHO The Bowery, North Tawton, EX20 2BT, Householder application for erection 
of timber summerhouse and shed combination building, Huw Jones 

21.1.2. 1678/21/ARC Denbrook Wind Farm, road past Crooke Burnell, North Tawton EX20 2BJ 
Application for approval of details reserved by condition 19 of Planning Permission 
8250/2005/OKE (Appeal Ref: APP/Q1153/A/06/2017162) Mr R Mattholie 

       21.1.3 1800/21/COM Old Dairy North Street North Tawton EX20 2DE 
Notice of intention to install fixed line broadband electronic communications apparatus com-
prising 1 x 9m wooden pole (7.2m above ground) Ms Julie Calladine - OpenReach 

21.2. Other Planning Matters for information only 
21.2.1. 1738/21/PAT Land adjacent to Old Station Yard, North Tawton EX20 2BE, application to 

determine if prior approval is required for proposed 20m lattice mast and associated equip-
ment cabinet – Mr Colin Field – Network Rail  
 

22. Finance 
22.1. Clerk’s delegated powers during period of time of remote meetings – When the first lockdown 

commenced in March 2020 the Council delegated the Clerk to approve monthly payments.  This 
delegation was to cease at the time of the first face to face meeting of the Council subsequent to 
lockdowns and relevant legislation allowing remote meetings.  The Council should now consider this 
matter. 

22.2. Invoices 
to examine and approve payments for the month of May 2021.  

22.3. Monthly statement 
to receive the monthly statement of payments and receipts, and the bank reconciliation and to 
consider approval. Relevant paperwork to be distributed and published prior to the meeting. 

 
23. Questions/Comments from members of the public 

The meeting shall be suspended to allow members of the public to comment/ask a question on any 

AGENDA ITEM ONLY – PLEASE QUOTE AGENDA ITEM NUMBER. Time is limited to 2 minutes 

per person, up to a maximum of 3 persons, unless the Chairman rules otherwise. A brief record of any 

points made will be included in the minutes of that meeting. 

24. Dates of next meetings - Tuesday 6 July 2021 7.30pm – North Tawton Bowling Club 

 
25. PART II - EXEMPT REPORTS: 

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by S.100 of the Local 
Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting 
for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified 
against the item. 
 

25.1. Repainting of carpark spaces Town carpark 
Members to consider the quote to remove one disabled parking bay markings and repaint with normal 
parking bay markings (Power Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 s.57(1)(b)), Budget Provision –RESERVES – Carpark 

£7,500 available 
 

25.2  Paint spilt in Memorial Park   The Town Clerk will report to members reference this issue. 
Exemption under Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 as amended - information which is likely to reveal the identity 
of an individual.   


