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                    NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk Melanie Bickell, 14a The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP, 01837 880121, townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Meeting of North Tawton Town Council  
Transport Committee: 

Monday 12th February 2024 at 7.30 pm – North Tawton Town Council Office 
This meeting was not recorded by North Tawton Town Council and the Town Council do not accept 

any liability for 3rd party recordings. 

MINUTES 
PRESENT Cllr Lee (Chair) Cllr Kennedy  Cllr Hodge  Cllr Ranford 
  Melanie Bickell (Town Clerk), 3 members of public 
 
1.24T APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Nicola King, Noah Smith and Peter Hawkes absences were unanimously approved 
The absence of Cllr Simmons was unapproved – no apologies received 
Cllr Martin and Dr Brickley resignations were noted. 

  

2.24T DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None received 

 

3.24T PUBLIC PERIOD – Named persons gave their consent. 
Mrs Hughes raised item 10.24T street lighting and stated that Wainhomes has paid over the £5,000 to DCC 

and wanted to know the rationale behind why they have failed to install the lamppost.  

Mrs Knott raised item 8.24T and stated that a small section of double yellow lines on the right hand side as 

you exit Barkers Way would be sufficient to deter vehicles parking on the junction and the dropped kerb 

therefore making it safer to exit onto Fore Street, which at the present visibility is very limited making exit 

from Barkers Way very difficult. 

Mr  Knott raised item 9.24T and stated this only happens at harvest time with farmers only travelling a short 

distance, the noise is from empty trailers on a rough road, there is not going to be that many loads, last 

harvest they had to do it when they could late into the night because of the weather but it is a short lived 

problem and the alternative of more vehicle movements during the day will be more problematic for the 

town. 

Mr Knott also raised item 6.24T weight limit and was concerned that this would limit the activity of most 

tractors and delivery vehicles and the weight limit was too low.   

 

4.24T PUBLIC MEETING 26.1.24 PARKING AND EV CHARGING (Doc 4.24T) 
Notes of meeting were noted, and actions carried forward to relevant agendas. 

4.1. Community transport initiative - clerk is attending a paid for training event 27/3/24.   
Resolved that Cllr Kennedy and Clerk investigate viable options and carry out enquiries with other 

Parishes/DCC, on the proposal of Cllr Ranford, seconded by Cllr Kennedy, all in favour. Added to 

Actions List 003/24 

4.2. Lobby current bus service to extend its operating hours  
Cllr Kennedy was authorised to approach Andrea Davis – added to Actions List 004/24 

4.3. School carpark use evenings/weekends  
The Principal of the School has forwarded the request to the appropriate department for consideration 

– added to Actions List 005/24 

4.4. EV Charging Arla Solar Panel farm planning application  
The development, if approved, is not eligible under s.106 funding but the North Tawton 

Neighbourhood Plan encourages developers to make a community benefit.  This was raised with SSE 

who will consider this under pre-application discussions with WDBC/NTTC and SSE 
 

5.24T EV CHARGING POINTS – Actions List 032/22 

5.1. Raw Charging DNO  

Chased 31/1/24 – no response 

5.2. LEVI 
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NTTC cannot make its own application for LEVI funding as only Tier 1 Local authorities (i.e. county 

Council) are eligible.  An expression of interest has been submitted to DCC and acknowledged as 

follows – “We have submitted our application to receive funding from the Department for Transport. 

We expect DfT to provide us with feedback in the new year so we can provide you with a timeline of 

the next steps. Your submissions have been registered and we are currently reviewing the list of sites. 

We will contact you in early January to discuss the eligibility of the sites you have put forward for the 

installation of EV charge points”.  Response has been chased but no reply received. 

5.3. Durant Trust Grant funding (Doc 5.3.24T) 

The Town Clerk/RFO is of the opinion that in accordance with the Objects of the last will and testimony 

of JG Durant, and the Trusts Governing document, to provide grants to Charities and Organisation 

that will benefit the parish of North Tawton, along with the Charity Commission and Gov.UK guidance, 

the Town Council, even though individual Cllrs are appointed as Trustees, can make an application for 

a grant to the Durant Trust providing the Council application meets the objects (criteria) – see 

supporting document for explanation.  Committee Members deferred the document to full Council to 

debate. 

5.4. Quotes from 3 companies to install 2 EV charge points in the Town centre carpark  

not yet actioned, awaiting outcome of LEVI application. 

5.5. Oakwood Park off Devonshire Gardens  
Not yet actioned, awaiting outcome of LEVI application. 
The letter of objection written by 13 residents of Devonshire Gardens was acknowledged and noted.   

 

6.24T 7.5 TONNE WEIGHT LIMIT THROUGH NORTH TAWTON (Doc 6.24T) – Actions List 046/22 

Resolved to defer to full council for a decision, on the proposal of Cllr Ranford, seconded by Cllr 

Hodge, all in favour.  

 

7.24T VAS FORE STREET 
Deferred until after speed watch has been organised. 

 

8.24T SAFETY CONCERN BARKERS WAY J/W FORE STREET 
Clerk to arrange site meeting with Highways Officer with a view to extending the double yellow lines 10m 
from the junction – Added to actions list 006/24 
 

9.24T LARGE AGRICULTURAL VEHICLES USE OF RESIDENTIAL STREETS AT NIGHT  
In accordance with the terms of reference for a working party, 3 members are required.  Following the 
resignation from the Committee of 2 members of the working party approved on 27 November 2023, it was 
Resolved not to progress this item as North Tawton is an agricultural town, on the proposal of Cllr Ranford, 
seconded by Cllr Hodge, all in favour. 

 
10.24T STREET LIGHTING FROM HIGH STREET TO BUDD CLOSE BATHEWAY – Action List 024/23 

It was unanimously agreed to continue to purse DCC to install a streetlight at this location – Clerk to write a 
petition.  

 
11.24T NORTH TAWTON SPEEDWATCH GROUP  

Arrangements are being made for the police to come and give training to the speed watch volunteers in the 

use of a speed gun.  

 

12.24T VERBAL REPORTS/UPDATES ON ACTIONS AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  
 

13.24T DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 
Tuesday 20th February 2024 Estates Committee Meeting – 7.30pm Council Office 
Tuesday 5th March 2024 Full Council – 7.30pm Council Office 
 

8.30pm meeting closed 


